
January 18, 2026



* Please rise in body and/or in spirit.

Sunday Worship	 January 18, 2026

Prelude	     

All Things Bright and Beautiful    	 violins and piano	 arr. Catherine McMichael 
When Morning Gilds the Skies	

 
Welcome  	

 
Silent meditation   

'When the Lord ascended into heaven, He departed from our sight, so that we might return 
to our own hearts and find Him there.'		   - St Augustine of Hippo

 
Jesus said to her, “Do not cling to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father; but go to 
my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God 
and your God.’”		  John 20:17 

G O D  C A L L S  U S  T O  W O R S H I P
 

Call to Worship  	 Daniel 7:13–14	 Elder Jim Visser

“I saw in the night visions,

and behold, with the clouds of heaven
    there came one like a son of man,
and he came to the Ancient of Days
    and was presented before him.
And to him was given dominion
    and glory and a kingdom,
that all peoples, nations, and languages
    should serve him;
his dominion is an everlasting dominion,
    which shall not pass away,
and his kingdom one
    that shall not be destroyed.

 
* Hail the Day That Sees Him Rise   	 Trinity Hymnal 290 



G O D  C A L L S  U S  T O  R E N E W A L
 
Call to confession    		  Hebrews 10:19–22a

Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places by the blood  
of Jesus, by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain,  
that is, through his flesh, and since we have a great priest over the house of God,  
let us draw near...

Prayer of confession     followed by a time of silent confession

Declaration of Forgiveness   		  Hebrews 9:11–12 

But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things that have come, then 
through the greater and more perfect tent (not made with hands, that is, not of this 
creation) he entered once for all into the holy places, not by means of the blood of goats 
and calves but by means of his own blood, thus securing an eternal redemption.

Reception of New Members

Peter Olson    			   8:30 Katelin Jandris     	 11:15 
Abby Miller     
Jason Waldo

Baptism 

Henry Lewis Wolf,  
covenant son of Mark & Morgan    8:30 

Katelin Jandris    	   11:15 

8:30 service	� On the final verse of the song below, 4- to 5- year-olds are invited to the foyer  
to join Christ Kids Worship and will return following the sermon.

11:15 service	� Church bags are available in the foyer for 4- to 5-year-olds 
who need some quiet activities during the sermon.



* Authority of Christ



G O D ’ S  W O R D  G I V E N  T O  U S

* Scripture reading    

1 In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach, 
2 until the day when he was taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy 

Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3 He presented himself alive to them after  

his suffering by many proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about 

the kingdom of God.

4 And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to 

wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; 5 for John baptized 

with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”

6 So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore 

the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons 

that the Father has fixed by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the 

Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all 

Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 9 And when he had said these things, 

as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10 And 

while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white 

robes, 11 and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, 

who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him  

go into heaven.”

Elder: The Word of the Lord

All: Thanks be to God!

* Prayer



 
Sermon   	 Ascended!	 Pastor Andrew VanderMaas

Affirms the Groundbreaking Resurrection of Jesus

 

Affirms the Efficacy of Christ’s Work on the Cross

 

Affirms the Ongoing Supremacy of Christ Reigning on High

 

Affirms the Intimacy of Christ in Us

         Further discussion/questions?   andrewvandermaas@christchurchgr.org 
Sermons are available online at www.christchurchgr.org



D E D I C A T I N G  O U R S E L V E S  T O  G O D

* Dear Refuge of My Weary Soul



Living out our faith    announcements about the life of the church

Prayers of the People                               		

During the offertory please pass the red friendship pads found at the end of the rows. 

Give online at christchurchgr.org or by texting (888) 793-1604

Offertory   	 What Wondrous Love Is This    	 violins and piano	 arr. Catherine McMichael

 



* Doxology    		  Trinity Hymnal 731

* Benediction

Kids and All: You are invited to come forward and play rhythm instruments as we sing our closing Amen song.

* Amen, God Will Send

 

* Postlude   

 
Prayer Partners are available to pray with you right now. Come to the area by the organ with anything  
on your heart: praise, fears, questions, thanksgiving. We’ll sit down and pray together. 
 

* Postlude 	  

	

Worship musicians
Sarah Helder, violin
Olivia Yost, violin
Tricia Baugus, piano




