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Welcome to worship at Christ Church!  
Our aim is to enjoy the goodness of our triune God in fellowship within 

the community he has formed, lifting our hearts as an offering to the Lord 

using the varied and unique gifts of this local congregation. We await his 

transformative word in our lives. 

We are glad that you have joined us.

Young children are an important part of our community as well. We 

are very happy to be part of this very significant stage in their lives 

–– learning to worship together in the community of believers. You are 

welcome to keep your children with you throughout the service, or you 

may choose to use one of our nurseries for children ages 3 years and 

younger and Christ Kids Worship at the 8:30 service for 4 and 5 year olds 

during the sermon. Activity bags for children during the 11:15 service are 

available in the bulletin table in the foyer. If you would like a quiet space 

to feed or rock your baby during the worship service, you are welcome to 

use Room 106 or the Children's Ministry office, Room 102.

Assistive hearing devices are available in the sound booth, located in 

the back of the sanctuary. If you are experiencing sensory sensitivity, an 

usher can direct you to a quiet space.



* Please rise in body and/or in spirit.

Second Sunday in Lent	 March 1, 2026

 
Prelude   	  

Welcome  	 Lucas Mooibroek 
Director of Adult Ministries

Silent meditation   Isaiah 35:5-6

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then 
shall the lame man leap like a deer, and the tongue of the mute sing for joy.

G O D  C A L L S  U S  T O  W O R S H I P

Call to Worship  		  Ephesians 3:20-21	 Elder Kyle Yost

Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think,  
according to the power at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in  
Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen.

 



* Jesus Loves Me   		

	

 



* Invocation  

 
New Testament Reading from the Life of Christ         Eily Risma and Morgan McCormick, readers (8:30) 
		     					                       Josie Ratajeski, Maggie Ratajeski, readers (11:15)

…let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the 
pioneer and perfecter of faith.      –Hebrews 12:1b-2a

Matthew 4:1-11	 The Temptation of Jesus

Lord of All Hopefulness      instrumental	 text, Jan Struther; arr. Virginia Nylander Ebinger 
Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy,
Whose trust, ever childlike, no cares could destroy:
Be there at our waking, and give us, we pray,
Your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day.

Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm,
Whose voice is contentment, whose presence is balm:
Be there at our sleeping, and give us, we pray,
Your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day.

 
G O D  C A L L S  U S  T O  R E N E W A L

Call to confession    		  Luke 18:38

…“Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!”

 
Prayer of confession     followed by a time of silent confession

 
Out of the Deep I Call    Trinity Hymnal 490

Declaration of Forgiveness   		  John 3:16-17

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 
should not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.”

 



8:30 service	� On the final verse of the song below, 4- to 5- year-olds are invited to the foyer  
to join Christ Kids Worship and will return following the sermon.

11:15 service	� Church bags are available in the foyer for 4- to 5-year-olds  
who need some quiet activities during the sermon.

 
* Sing with All Your Heart





G O D ’ S  W O R D  G I V E N  T O  U S

* Scripture reading     		  Acts 3:1-26

1 Now Peter and John were going up to the temple at the hour of prayer, the ninth hour. 2 And a man lame 
from birth was being carried, whom they laid daily at the gate of the temple that is called the Beautiful Gate 
to ask alms of those entering the temple. 3 Seeing Peter and John about to go into the temple, he asked to 
receive alms. 4 And Peter directed his gaze at him, as did John, and said, “Look at us.” 5 And he fixed his at-
tention on them, expecting to receive something from them. 6 But Peter said, “I have no silver and gold, but 
what I do have I give to you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk!” 7 And he took him by 
the right hand and raised him up, and immediately his feet and ankles were made strong. 8 And leaping up, 
he stood and began to walk, and entered the temple with them, walking and leaping and praising God. 9 And 
all the people saw him walking and praising God, 10 and recognized him as the one who sat at the Beautiful 
Gate of the temple, asking for alms. And they were filled with wonder and amazement at what had hap-
pened to him.

11 While he clung to Peter and John, all the people, utterly astounded, ran together to them in the portico 
called Solomon's. 12 And when Peter saw it he addressed the people: “Men of Israel, why do you wonder at 
this, or why do you stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we have made him walk? 13 The God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our fathers, glorified his servant Jesus, whom 
you delivered over and denied in the presence of Pilate, when he had decided to release him. 14 But you de-
nied the Holy and Righteous One, and asked for a murderer to be granted to you, 15 and you killed the Author 
of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. 16 And his name—by faith in his name—has 
made this man strong whom you see and know, and the faith that is through Jesus has given the man this 
perfect health in the presence of you all.

17 “And now, brothers, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. 18 But what God foretold 
by the mouth of all the prophets, that his Christ would suffer, he thus fulfilled. 19 Repent therefore, and turn 
back, that your sins may be blotted out, 20 that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, 
and that he may send the Christ appointed for you, Jesus, 21 whom heaven must receive until the time for 
restoring all the things about which God spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets long ago. 22 Moses said, 
‘The Lord God will raise up for you a prophet like me from your brothers. You shall listen to him in whatever 
he tells you. 23 And it shall be that every soul who does not listen to that prophet shall be destroyed from 
the people.’ 24 And all the prophets who have spoken, from Samuel and those who came after him, also 
proclaimed these days. 25 You are the sons of the prophets and of the covenant that God made with your 
fathers, saying to Abraham, ‘And in your offspring shall all the families of the earth be blessed.’ 26 God, having 
raised up his servant, sent him to you first, to bless you by turning every one of you from your wickedness.”

 
Elder: The Word of the Lord

All: Thanks be to God!

* Prayer



 
Sermon  		  And the Light Continues to Shine	 Pastor Andrew VanderMaas

Illuminates Jesus as God

Illuminates our true need

Illuminates our sure hope

         Further discussion/questions?   andrewvandermaas@christchurchgr.org 
Sermons are available online at www.christchurchgr.org



D E D I C A T I N G  O U R S E L V E S  T O  G O D
 
* O for a Thousand



 
 
Invitation to the Lord’s Table    

	 Pastor	 Together we proclaim the mystery of the faith:

	 People	 Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.

	 Pastor	 Christ, our Passover lamb, is sacrificed for us;

	 People	 therefore let us keep the feast. 

 
The bread served is gluten free, and the grape juice served is pasteurized. Hold the bread or cup until all are served 
and we’ll partake together.

During communion:  
Softly and Tenderly with Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus	 piano			          arr. Ken Barker  

Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling,
calling for you and for me;
see, on the portals he's waiting and watching,
watching for you and for me.

Come home, come home,
ye who are weary, come home;
earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling,
calling, O sinner, come home!

Turn your eyes upon Jesus,
look full in his wonderful face,
and the things of earth will grow strangely dim
in the light of his glory and grace. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving  	 spoken together

Loving God, we thank you for this sacrament, for uniting us with Christ, and for giving 
us a foretaste of the heavenly banquet in your eternal kingdom. Send us out in the 
power of your Spirit to live and work to your praise and glory for the sake of Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. Amen.



Living out our faith    announcements about the life of the church

Prayers of the People                               	  
	 	
During the offertory please pass the red friendship pads found at the end of the rows. 
Give online at christchurchgr.org or by texting (888) 793-1604

Offertory	 Amazing Grace	 Trinity Hymnal  460 	 congregation sings a capella

Verse 1 - young folks
Verse 2 - all
Verse 3 - men and boys
Verse 4 - women and girls
Verses 5 & 6 - all

* New Doxology



* Benediction

Kids and All: You are invited to come forward and play rhythm instruments as we sing our closing Amen song.

* Amen! for Lent & Easter



* Postlude   

 
Prayer Partners are available to pray with you right now. Come to the area by the organ with anything  
on your heart: praise, fears, questions, thanksgiving. We’ll sit down and pray together. 
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