


* Please rise in body and/or in spirit.

First Sunday in Lent	 February 22, 2026

 
Prelude   	  For the Beauty of the Earth     	 piano & organ	 arr. Lyon/Wolford

For the beauty of the earth, for the glory of the skies,
for the love which from our birth over and around us lies,
Lord of all, to thee we raise this our hymn of grateful praise.

For the beauty of each hour of the day and of the night,
hill and vale, and tree and flower, sun and moon and stars of light, 
Lord of all, to thee we raise this our hymn of grateful praise.

For the joy of ear and eye, for the heart and mind's delight,
for the mystic harmony linking sense to sound and sight, 
Lord of all, to thee we raise this our hymn of grateful praise.

Welcome  	 Pastor Michael Anderson

Silent meditation   

“God has willed that we should seek and find His living Word in the witness of a brother, 
in the mouth of man. Therefore, the Christian needs another Christian who speaks God’s 
Word to him. He needs him again and again when he becomes uncertain and discour-
aged, for by himself he cannot help himself without belying the truth. He needs his 
brother man as a bearer and proclaimer of the divine word of salvation.”

	 – Dietrich Bonhoeffer, “The Gift of Community,” Life Together, p. 23



G O D  C A L L S  U S  T O  W O R S H I P

Call to Worship  		  Psalm 65:4b-8a	 Elder Paul Delaire

We shall be satisfied with the goodness of your house, 
    the holiness of your temple!

By awesome deeds you answer us with righteousness,
    O God of our salvation,
the hope of all the ends of the earth
    and of the farthest seas;
the one who by his strength established the mountains,
    being girded with might;
who stills the roaring of the seas,
    the roaring of their waves,
    the tumult of the peoples,
so that those who dwell at the ends of the earth are in awe at your signs.

 
* Holy God, We Praise Your Name   		  Trinity Hymnal 103

	  
* Invocation  

 
How Lovely Is Thy Dwelling Place      	 choir 	 text, Psalm 84; music Johannes Brahms

How lovely is Thy dwelling place, O Lord of hosts!
For my soul, it longeth, yea, fainteth for the courts of the Lord;
My soul and body crieth out, yea, for the living God.

How lovely is Thy dwelling place, O Lord of hosts!
O blest are they that dwell within Thy house;
They praise Thy name evermore.
How lovely is Thy dwelling place.



G O D  C A L L S  U S  T O  R E N E W A L

Call to confession    		  Psalm 51:15-17

O Lord, open my lips,
    and my mouth will declare your praise.
For you will not delight in sacrifice, or I would give it;
    you will not be pleased with a burnt offering.
The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit;
    a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.

 
Prayer of confession     followed by a time of silent confession

 
Declaration of Forgiveness   		  Psalm 130

If you, O Lord, should mark iniquities,
    O Lord, who could stand?
But with you there is forgiveness,
    that you may be feared.

I wait for the Lord, my soul waits,
    and in his word I hope;
my soul waits for the Lord
    more than watchmen for the morning,
    more than watchmen for the morning.

O Israel, hope in the Lord!
    For with the Lord there is steadfast love,
    and with him is plentiful redemption.
And he will redeem Israel
    from all his iniquities.

 
8:30 service	� On the final verse of the song below, 4- to 5- year-olds are invited to the foyer  

to join Christ Kids Worship and will return following the sermon.

11:15 service	� Church bags are available in the foyer for 4- to 5-year-olds  
who need some quiet activities during the sermon.

 
* Be Thou My Vision       		  Trinity Hymnal 642



G O D ’ S  W O R D  G I V E N  T O  U S

* Scripture reading     		  Acts 2:42–47, 4:32–35

2:42 And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to the 

breaking of bread and the prayers. 43 And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders 

and signs were being done through the apostles. 44 And all who believed were together 

and had all things in common. 45 And they were selling their possessions and belongings 

and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46 And day by day, attending the 

temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they received their food with glad 

and generous hearts, 47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord 

added to their number day by day those who were being saved.

4:32 Now the full number of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one 

said that any of the things that belonged to him was his own, but they had everything 

in common. 33 And with great power the apostles were giving their testimony to the 

resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. 34 There was not a 

needy person among them, for as many as were owners of lands or houses sold them 

and brought the proceeds of what was sold 35 and laid it at the apostles' feet, and it was 

distributed to each as any had need.

Elder: The Word of the Lord

All: Thanks be to God!

* Prayer



 
Sermon  		  When Awe Comes to Town	 Pastor Andrew VanderMaas

A Wedge in the Soul

Wants More

Overflows

         Further discussion/questions?   andrewvandermaas@christchurchgr.org 
Sermons are available online at www.christchurchgr.org



D E D I C A T I N G  O U R S E L V E S  T O  G O D

* Sing with All Your Heart



Invitation to the Lord’s Table   
Trays will be passed through the rows. The bread served is gluten free, and the grape juice served is pasteurized. 
Hold the bread or cup until all are served and we’ll partake together. 

	 Pastor	 Together we proclaim the mystery of the faith:

	 People	 Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.

	 Pastor	 Christ, our Passover lamb, is sacrificed for us;

	 People	 therefore let us keep the feast. 



During the passing of the bread  

     	 Isaiah Vanderput and Orian Williams, readers (8:30 am) 
	 Madelynn Hayes and Molly Hayes, readers (11:15 am)

Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set 
before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of God. 
Let us consider him who endured such opposition from sinful people, so that we will not 
grow weary and lose heart. 	 -based on Hebrews 12:2-3

Mark 1:1-11 The baptism of Jesus 

During the passing of the cup  

Cantabile from Little Concerto for Piano and Orchestra 	 by Wolford 

Prayer of Thanksgiving  	 spoken together

Loving God, we thank you for this sacrament, for uniting us with Christ, and for giving 
us a foretaste of the heavenly banquet in your eternal kingdom. Send us out in the 
power of your Spirit to live and work to your praise and glory for the sake of Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Living out our faith    announcements about the life of the church

Prayers of the People                               	 Deacon Benny Sharp (8:30 am) 
	 Deacon Joel Klamer (11:15 am)

	
During the offertory please pass the red friendship pads found at the end of the rows. 

Give online at christchurchgr.org or by texting (888) 793-1604



Offertory	    Lift High the Cross    		  piano & organ	 arr. Fred Bock 

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim, 
till all the world adore his sacred name.

O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree, 
as thou hast promised, draw men unto thee.

Thy kingdom come, that earth’s despair may cease 
beneath the shadow of its healing peace.

For thy blest cross which doth for us atone, 
creation’s praises rise before thy throne.

* New Doxology



* Benediction

Kids and All: You are invited to come forward and play rhythm instruments as we sing our closing Amen song.

* Amen! for Lent & Easter

 



* Postlude   

 
Prayer Partners are available to pray with you right now. Come to the area by the organ with anything  
on your heart: praise, fears, questions, thanksgiving. We’ll sit down and pray together. 
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