Creekside Connection Groups

God designed us for relationship, because He Himself is relational — Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. And He
built us with limits. Most of us can sustain three to five close friendships, twelve to fifteen people who
function like extended family, and maybe a couple hundred meaningful connections total.

Jesus lived inside those limits. He had His three — Peter, James, and John — and He had His Twelve. The
early church did the same: large gatherings at the temple, #nd frequent meals in homes where twelve to
fifteen people shared the Lord's Supper and shared their lives. Jesus promised that His presence would
show up even in the smallest gatherings (Matthew 18:20).

Sunday morning matters, but it isn't enough for real family life. The "one another" commands of the New
Testament — love one another, bear one another's burdens, confess your sins to one another, encourage
one another, spur one another on toward love and good deeds — simply can't be obeyed in rows. They
require a smaller room and faces you know. Connection Groups exist to give us that.

‘What Connection Groups Are For

* Building real relationships. The goal is to move from surface acquaintance to genuine family. That
doesn't happen in one meeting, and it doesn't happen by accident. It happens through honest
conversation, repeated over time, with the same people.

* Learning the faith together. Groups talk through the previous Sunday's message, but the goal is
never information transfer or theological debate. It's that truth gets applied, questions get asked safely,
and the "one another" commands become lived experience instead of good ideas.

* Growing as disciples. Being known creates accountability. Accountability leads to carrying each
other's burdens, restoring one another gently, and pushing each other toward obedience. Growth isn't
measured only by personal holiness, but by whether we're becoming people who help others grow:

The Cycle

Groups aren't a destination you arrive at. They move through a repeating cycle, and so do the people in
them.

 Join — Take the first step of joining a group of roughly twelve to fifteen people.

* Bond — Move past showing up into actually being known. Share honestly. Confess struggles. Pray for
one another (James 5:16). This is the stage that requires courage, and it's the stage most groups are
tempted to skip.

* Mature — Become an anchor for others. Carry burdens gently (Galatians 6:1-2), encourage, and spur
one another on toward love and good deeds (Hebrews 10:24—25).

* Multiply — Make room for people who aren't here yet. That might mean splitting, launching a new
group, or releasing someone to lead. Jesus said a seed has to fall into the ground and die before it
produces many seeds (John 12:24). We'll be honest with you: this is the hardest step. Groups that close
the circle get comfortable, and comfortable groups eventually stop growing. Multiplying is how we keep
making room.

Connection Groups are Creekside's practical expression of the church as family — a repeating cycle of
joining, bonding, maturing, and multiplying that builds real relationships, deepens our faith, and produces
active, accountable discipleship.



