
Main Text: Luke 4:16–21

INTRODUCTION
Agape family, as we begin Miracle Month, I need you to understand that we are not merely entering another sermon series. We are stepping
into a season of expectation. We are believing God for salvation. We are believing God for healing. We are believing God for deliverance.
We are believing God to restore families. We are believing God to break strongholds. We are believing God to open impossible doors.
We are believing God to do exceedingly and abundantly above all that we could ask or think. We are expecting the extraordinary because we
serve an extraordinary God.

However, before we talk about miracles, healing, and breakthroughs, we must first talk about something even more important. If  we desire
miracles, we must seek the presence and power of God. Before there are miracles, there must be an anointing. When Jesus began His earthly
ministry, He did not begin with a miracle. He began with an announcement: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He has anointed
Me.” Jesus announced that the Spirit of God was upon Him and that He had been anointed to preach, heal, deliver, restore, and set people
free. Before there are miracles, there must be an anointing.

SUPPORTING SCRIPTURES
Hebrews 13:8 “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.”
Psalm 77:14 “You are the God who does wonders; You have declared Your strength among the peoples.”
Jeremiah 32:27 “Behold, I am the Lord, the God of all flesh. Is there anything too hard for Me?” The God who performed miracles in
Scripture is still the miracle-working God today.

WHAT IS A MIRACLE?
Biblically speaking, a miracle is a supernatural act of God in which He intervenes in human circumstances to reveal His power, accomplish
His purpose, and bring glory to Himself. A miracle is not merely something unusual or unexpected. A miracle is evidence of God stepping
into a situation and accomplishing what human strength, wisdom, resources, or ability could not accomplish.

WHAT IS THE ANOINTING?
Simply stated, the anointing is the empowering presence of the Holy Spirit that enables ordinary people to accomplish God’s extraordinary
purposes.

The anointing is God working through human weakness.
The anointing is God’s power flowing through surrendered vessels.
The anointing is what makes the difference between what we can accomplish through our own strength and what only God can
accomplish through us.

Talent may attract attention, but only the anointing can transform lives.
Education may prepare you, but only the anointing can empower you.
Connections may open a door, but only the anointing can sustain 
you when you walk through it.The anointing is the supernatural
 empowerment of God upon a surrendered life.

POINT ONE: THE ANOINTING GIVES US OUR ASSIGNMENT
Luke 4:18–19

Jesus clearly understood both His identity and His assignment.
He knew who He was, He knew who had sent Him, and He knew what He had been anointed to accomplish.
Every believer must understand this truth:
Your assignment flows from your identity in Christ.
Before you can effectively understand what God has called you to do, you must understand who God has called you to be.
You are a child of God. You are chosen.You are forgiven. You are redeemed. You are accepted. You are filled with the Holy Spirit. You
have been created for a divine purpose.

THE LESSON OF THE OLIVE
One of the greatest illustrations of the anointing can be found in the olive.Every bottle of olive oil begins with fruit growing quietly on a
tree. When we look at an olive hanging from a branch, we would never imagine the valuable oil hidden inside of it. However, the oil cannot
be released while the olive remains untouched.The olive must go through a process.
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The crushing did not create the oil. The crushing revealed what had been inside the olive all along. Some of us have experienced seasons of
crushing. We have endured pressure, disappointment, rejection, grief, betrayal, and hardship. However, the pressure did not come to destroy
us. God used the pressure to reveal what He had already placed within us. There was faith inside of you. There was strength inside of you.
There was compassion inside of you. There was purpose inside of you. There was oil inside of you. Sometimes you do not know what God
has placed inside of you until life applies pressure.



ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please note: There are multiple ways to sign up for an event. You can scan
the QR code, visit our website, or sign the signup sheet in the foyer under
the event registration section. 

Let's Connect Sundays - Join us on the 4th Sunday:  Aug 23. Dress
down, connect with a different group in the church, and join in the
fellowship and fun.

SAVE THE DATES 
August is Miracle Month 
Hour of Power Revival Wednesdays in August 6:30 PM featuring
special guest speakers
Backpack Sunday, August 9  , 9 & 11:00 am. Asking the church
to give donations to fill a backpack with student school supplies

th

Men's Prayer Gathering Friday, August 14th.
Pastors, Administrators & Leaders Conference August 21  &
22nd.

st

 Next Steps New Members Class & Luncheon- Sept 6  th

Men's Day Conference: September 4 & 5
Couples Conference: Sept. 25-26. Details to come
Annual Church Picnic September 12th, 10 am-3:00 pm. Weston
Lake. 

But God’s Word declares something entirely different. The
anointing of the Holy Spirit is greater than every burden and
stronger than every yoke.When God destroys a yoke, He removes
its authority and power over your life. The enemy may remind
you of your past, but he no longer has the authority to dictate
your future. What we cannot overcome through determination
alone, God can overcome through His anointing.

CLOSING THOUGHTS

KEEP THE OIL FLOWING
Matthew 25 1-13 “Then the kingdom of heaven shall be likened
to ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet the
bridegroom. 2 Now five of them were wise, and five were foolish.
3 Those who were foolish took their lamps and took no oil with
them, 4 but the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps. 5
But while the bridegroom was delayed, they all slumbered and
slept.

In Matthew 25:1–13, the five wise virgins carried extra oil because
they understood that preparation is personal. No one could give
them their oil when the bridegroom arrived. That same principle
applies to believers today: no one can pray enough, worship
enough, or seek God enough for us. We must maintain our own
supply of oil.

"The oil doesn't just prepare us for His coming; it prepares us for
His calling."

Main takeaway:  "Church, don't just get saved—stay filled. Don't
just carry a lamp—carry oil. We need oil to endure temptation,
oil to overcome setbacks, oil to love difficult people, oil to preach,
oil to witness, oil to serve, and ultimately, oil to be ready when the
Bridegroom comes."

Central truth:   "Fresh oil is not optional. It is essential for
readiness, resilience, and revival. The same oil that prepares us for
Christ's return is the oil that empowers us to fulfill Christ's
mission until He comes."
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POINT TWO: THE ANOINTING BREAKS EVERY YOKE
Isaiah 10:27 KJV
This is one of the most powerful declarations in Scripture concerning
the anointing. When God’s anointing comes upon a life, it introduces
a power greater than the thing that has been holding that person
captive. Isaiah does not say that the yoke will merely become more
comfortable. He does not say that the yoke will simply become easier
to carry. He declares that the yoke will be destroyed because of the
anointing.
Understanding the Yoke
In biblical times, a yoke was a heavy wooden instrument placed
around the necks of oxen. It was used to control, connect, and direct
them.
The yoke determined:

Where the oxen could go.
How quickly they could move.
What direction they would travel.
How much weight they would carry.
What work they would perform.

An ox under a yoke could not choose its own direction. It was under
the control of whoever held the reins. The yoke represented burden,
control, limitation, servitude, and oppression. Spiritually, Isaiah was
describing what sin, bondage, and oppression can do in a person’s
life.
Fear can become a yoke. Addiction can become a yoke.
Unforgiveness can become a yoke. Bitterness can become a yoke.
Depression can become a yoke. Hopelessness can become a yoke.
Past failure can become a yoke. Generational patterns can become a
yoke. The opinions of others can become a yoke. The enemy desires
to place something around your neck that controls your decisions,
restricts your movement, and prevents you from walking fully in
God’s purpose.

The Analogy of the Oxen
Imagine two oxen joined together under one wooden yoke.
Where one goes, the other must follow. When the driver pulls the
reins, both animals are forced to move in the direction he chooses.
Even when one animal becomes tired, wounded, or resistant, the yoke
keeps it connected to the burden. That is how bondage operates.
A person may desire to move forward, but the yoke of fear keeps
pulling them backward. They may desire to love again, but the yoke
of bitterness keeps them connected to an old wound. They may desire
to walk in purpose, but the yoke of insecurity keeps reminding them
of every past failure. They may desire to change, but the yoke of
addiction keeps controlling their choices. They may desire to worship
freely, but the yoke of shame keeps their head bowed. 

The purpose of the yoke is not only to burden you. Its purpose is to
control your direction. But when the anointing of God comes upon
your life, the yoke loses its authority. God does not simply teach you
how to live more comfortably while remaining bound.

God destroys the thing that has been controlling you. The anointing
breaks the connection between you and the burden.

The anointing breaks the control of fear. The anointing breaks the
authority of addiction. The anointing breaks the cycle of
generational bondage. The anointing breaks the grip of shame.
The anointing breaks the power of the past. When the yoke is
destroyed, you are no longer controlled by what once controlled you.
You can lift your head again. You can move forward again.
You can worship again. You can dream again.
You can obey God again. You can walk in freedom again.
One of the greatest lies the enemy tells believers is that they will
always be bound by the struggles they face today.

He whispers:
“You will always struggle with this.”
“You will always be afraid.”
“You will always be bitter.”
“You will always be discouraged.”
“You will always be controlled by your past.”
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