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a SANCTIFIED church awaiting a promised SAVIOR




The kingdom is God's
uncontested rule and reignh and
the inheritance of God's people.
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Who is worthy to inherit a world In
which God rules and reigns
without rivals?
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How did the early church think about persecution?
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How did the early church think about persecution?

1. "Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is
the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 5:10).
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How did the early church think about persecution?

1. "Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is
the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 5:10).

2. "They left the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted
worthy to suffer dishonor for the name” (Acts 5:41).

3. "Through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God” (Acts 14:22).

4, We are "heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with
him in order that we may also be glorified with him” (Romans 8:17).
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How did the early church think about persecution?

1.

> W

“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is
the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 5:10).

. "They left the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted

worthy to suffer dishonor for the name” (Acts 5:41).

“Through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God" (Acts 14:22).
We are “heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with
him in order that we may also be glorified with him” (Romans 8:17).

“This light momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory
beyond all comparison” (2 Corinthians 4:17).
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How did the early church think about persecution?

1. "Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is
the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 5:10).

2. "They left the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted

worthy to suffer dishonor for the name” (Acts 5:41).

“Through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God" (Acts 14:22).

We are “heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with

him in order that we may also be glorified with him” (Romans 8:17).

5. "This light momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory
beyond all comparison” (2 Corinthians 4:17).

6. "All who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted” (2
Timothy 2:12).

/. "If you are insulted for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit
of glory and of God rests upon you” (1 Peter 4:14).
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2 Thessalonians 1:1-3 ESV

Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the
Thessalonians in God our Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ: 2 Grace to you and peace from God
our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. > We ought
always to give thanks to God for you, brothers, as
IS right, because your faith is growing abundantly,
and the love of every one of you for one another
IS InCreasing.
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2 Thessalonians 1:4-5 ESV

* Therefore we ourselves boast about you in the
churches of God for your steadfastness and faith
In all your persecutions and in the afflictions that
you are enduring. > This is evidence of the
righteous judgment of God, that you may be
considered worthy of the kingdom of God, for
which you are also suffering—
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2 Thessalonians 1:6—-8 ESV

®since indeed God considers it just to repay with

affliction those who afflict you, 7 and to grant
relief to you who are afflicted as well as to us,
when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with
his mighty angels ®in flaming fire, inflicting
vengeance on those who do not know God and
on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord
Jesus.
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2 Thessalonians 1:9-10 ESV

> They will suffer the punishment of eternal
destruction, away from the presence of the
Lord and from the glory of his might, *° when
he comes on that day to be glorified in his
saints, and to be marveled at among all who
have believed, because our testimony to you
was believed.
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2 Thessalonians 1:11-12 ESV

1170 this end we always pray for you, that our
God may make you worthy of his calling and
may fulfill every resolve for good and every
work of faith by his power, 1 so that the name
of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you, and
you in him, according to the grace of our God
and the Lord Jesus Christ.
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Are you submitting to God's
sanctifying work, which is preparing
you to share in his kingdom?
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