


We are shaped by events…



We are shaped by events…
but also by the voices that interpret 

and narrate those events for us.



1 John 3:23-24
English Standard Version

23 And this is his commandment, that we believe 
in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one 
another, just as he has commanded us. 
24 Whoever keeps his commandments abides in 
God, and God in him. And by this we know that he 
abides in us, by the Spirit whom he has given us.



1 John 4:1
English Standard Version

1 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test 
the spirits to see whether they are from God, 
for many false prophets have gone out into 
the world. 



1 John 4:2-3
English Standard Version

2 By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit 
that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in 
the flesh is from God, 3 and every spirit that 
does not confess Jesus is not from God. This is 
the spirit of the antichrist, which you heard was 
coming and now is in the world already. 



1 John 4:4-5
English Standard Version

4 Little children, you are from God and have 
overcome them, for he who is in you is 
greater than he who is in the world. 5 They are 
from the world; therefore they speak from the 
world, and the world listens to them. 



1 John 4:6
English Standard Version

6 We are from God. Whoever knows God 
listens to us; whoever is not from God does 
not listen to us. By this we know the Spirit of 
truth and the spirit of error.



Characteristics of the False Prophets:
1. claim to know God, but make a practice of sinning (1 John 1:6; 2:4; 

2:6; 3:4-7).

2. say they have no sin (1 Jn 1:8,10).

3. insist they love God, but hate their brother (1 Jn 2:9,11; 4:20).

4. love the world and the things in the world (1 Jn 2:15-17; 4:5).

5. deny fundamental truth about Jesus (1 Jn 2:22,26; 4:1-4; 4:15; 5:6-
11).

6. don’t listen to the apostles’ teaching (1 Jn 4:6).



LEARN to DISCERN 
the Spirit of truth 

from the spirit of error.
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