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To see a world where
every young person
embraces their God-
given worth.
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   Kellon and his 12-year-old mentee, Aiden,
have been matched for nearly three years,
and in that time, this match has grown into
a relationship that the mentee truly relies
on. 

  When Aiden's mom has faced multiple
medical emergencies and needed
hospitalization, his mentor stepped in
without hesitation to drive him around, stay
with him at the hospital to ensure he is
cared for, and to give him a sense of stability
during uncertain times. Without a father
figure and with limited support from
extended family, Aiden relies on Kellon for
help in all kinds of situations, from dire
moments to something as simple as getting
help to reset the breaker over FaceTime
when he is home alone and the power goes
out. 

  They’ve also built a level of trust that allows
for honest conversations including talking
through what it means to grow up, making
good decisions, taking responsibility for
actions, and helping him to avoid getting
into fights at school. 

   Additionally, every Sunday, Aiden sits with
Kellon and Kellon’s family at church: part of
a routine that has become steady and
meaningful in his life. 

    This match is a testament to what it looks
like when someone shows up consistently
and creates a safe space where a young
person knows they belong. 

ENCOURAGING MATCH STORIESENCOURAGING MATCH STORIES

  Evelyn and her mentor, Mel, recently
celebrated their one-year match mark. This
milestone was truly a milestone given that
their start was pretty rocky: Evelyn
struggled with anxiety and side effects from
a new medication, resulting in her rarely
showing up to attend their hang outs. 

  Despite this fact, Mel showed up every
week and even checked on her at home to
make sure she was okay (with permission).
For several consecutive weeks, Evelyn would
cancel plans, but Mel stayed consistent,
always encouraging her to try again the
next week. 

  Over time, Evelyn began joining, and now
the two are nearly inseparable. Mel attends
Evelyn's school games with her, cheering on
her mentee’s now boyfriend. Evelyn has also
started attending youth group, showing
new confidence and curiosity. 

  One of the most memorable moments for
Mel was watching Evelyn, once terrified of
the deep end of the pool, work up the
courage to jump off the rope swing. Now,
her next goal is the diving platform. 

 Evelyn has special needs and her
immediate response to pretty much
everything is “no” but Mel has been
incredibly patient and has witnessed many
“no’s” turn into “okayyy’s.” Mel’s presence has
helped Evelyn grow immensely and develop
a strong sense of confidence in just one
year.
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54% of mentees experiencing self-
doubt showed increased confidence by

participating in the program.

83% of mentees who have a consistent
mentor over multiple years show

measurable improvement in emotional
well-being.


