SUNDAY

Father forgive them,
for they know not what they do. March 9, 2025
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This week we will consider
the first words from the
cross: “Father forgive them,
for they do not know what
they are doing.”




As we meditate on these
words, begin this week
asking God to give you the
humility to face your own
need for forgiveness.




MONDAY

Father forgive them, March 10, 2025
for they know not what they do.
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Why are these the first words
spoken from the cross? Why
as Jesus hung there, in
indescribable pain, did his

mindiditienefirst~t o  alather
forgive?”
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Jesus could have called
angels to rescue Him. To take
Him oft the cross and pay
back every person that
caused Him pain. He could
have called down fire from
heaven to destroy them.

Instead Blesaic SEathch
forgive.”




Qur redemption was only
possible because Jesus chose

forgiveness over retaliation.
Love over hate. Mercy over
revenge. "Father, forgive”

instead of “Father, destroy.”




As we venture through the
first full week of Lent, spend
a moment thanking Jesus
that His posture toward us -

towards e e e reT
forgive.”




TUESDAY

Father forgive them,

for they know not what they do. March 11, 2025

When we consider these

words, “Father, forgive,” we
often think about who
needed forgiveness, and
what they needed to be
forgiven for. And rightly so.




But | wonder what it says
about Jesus that his words on
the cross were "Father
forgive.” What does it say
about God's Kingdom that
these were Jesus’' words on

his“cleathibya: it




What does it say about the
norms of lite in God's
Kingdom? That Jesus, the
pertect example of life with
God had a posture towara
forgiveness, even at the
worst?




In these last words of Jesus,
we get a glimpse of the
values ot God’s Kingdom. We
see that His kingdom is one

governed by forgiveness and
redemption.




Today, consider this:

As people look at our lives,
would they see this same
value lived out in us? Are our
lives characterized by
forgiveness? By a bent
toward redemption and
reconciliation?




WEDNESDAY

Father forgive them,
for they know not what they do. March 12, 2025

"They don't know what they're
doing.”

Jesus seems to be saying that
there is something happening
that the people around him
don’t understand.




William Willimon says that
Jesus seems to be saying
that humans are stumbling
around in the dark. We can’t
see clearly what's really
going on.




He says we're like the soldier
in WW2 that accidentally shot
his best friend when he
mistook him for an enemy
soldier in the dark.




As we consider Jesus’ words,
"they don't know what
they're doing”, let's spend
some time acknowledging
our limited sight and
confessing our need for

God's help.




THURSDAY

Father forgive them, March 13 2025
for they know not what they do. '

“"Roman soldiers, Jewish
Sanhedrin, raving mob - how
did each of you decide to
murder God’s son?




“"Well, we thought we were
standing up for law and
order. We believed we were
supporting good biblical
values. We were just soldiers
obying orders. We had this
gut feeling.”




“"We weren’t actually in
charge of the proceedings; it
was done by the government.

Everything was done in
accordance iyt thie Dest
legal advice.”




In truth, it is as Jesus names
it: “"They don’t know what

they're doing.”
-William H. Willimon
hank Godglt's Frighas




In Lent, we come face to tace
with our human finiteness.
Qur limited understanding
that leads to faulty action.

But the story doesn’t ena

with ourlirm Iiseasnaeiisn k
God tor ihat




Spend some time confessing
your limts and thanking God
for His intfinite mercy ana

wisdom.




FRIDAY

Father forgive them, Mal’Ch 14 2025
for they know not what they do. ’

There is the suggestion here
that human beings are in the
grip of something they do
not fully comprehend. The
evil that lodges in the human
heart is greater than we
know.




This means at least two
things. It means that there is
nothing that you or | could
ever do, or say, or be, that
would put us beyond the
reach of Jesus’ prayers.




And it also means that no
one else, no one at all sis
peyond that reach. His prayer
for the worst of the worst
comes trom a place beyond
human nuderstanding.




From that sphere of divine
power we hear thse words
today, as though they were
spoken for the first time, as
though they were being
spoken at this very moment
by the living Spirit, spoken of
each one of us:




1/

Father, forgive them, for
they know not what they do.”

Fleming Rutledge
"TheeSevien Bast W ords Trom.the Chalie




SATURDAY

Father forgive them,
for they know not what they do. March 15, 2025

Alas, and did my Savior bleed
And did my Sovereign die?
Would He devote that sacred
head

For-sucts e M/ @S i




Was it for sins that | had
done

He groaned upon the tree?
Amazing pity, grace unknown
And love beyond degree




My God, why would You shed
Your blood

So pure and undefiled

To make a sinful one like me
Your chosen, precious child?




Well might the sun
in darkness hide

And shut His glories in
When Christ,

the mighty Maker, died
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Thus might | hide

my blushing face
While His dear cross appears

Dissolve my heart
in thankfulness
And melt my eyes to tears




My God, why would You shed
Your blood

So pure and undefiled

To make a sinful one like me
Your chosen, precious child?

Alas and Did my Savior Bleed
Arr. Bob Kauflin




