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Understanding the Text

Upcoming Events
BRIDGE MEN GATHERING

      AT TBC GREENWAY
      August 27th // 6:30pm
      Text “MEN” to 602-600-6711

BAPTISM SUNDAY
      September 6th // During Service
      Text “BAPTIZE” to (623) 624-9162

SIT WITH ME SUNDAY
       September 13th // All 3 Services
  

BRIDGE WOMEN KICKOFF NIGHT
      AT TBC GREENWAY 
      September 14th // 6:30pm
       Text “WOMEN” to 602-600-6711

As we begin a new semester of Bridge
Groups, we return to our series in the
book of Daniel.

In Daniel 7:1-8, the narrative flashes
back to the first year of Belshazzar’s
reign over Babylon. While lying in bed,
Daniel receives a dream and writes it
down.

In the vision, Daniel sees the four winds
of heaven churning up the great sea,
from which four beasts emerge.

The first is like a lion with wings of an
eagle. The second resembles a bear
with three ribs in its teeth. The third is
like a leopard with four heads and four
wings. And the last beast, the fourth, is
terrifying, frightening and powerful, 
with large iron teeth and ten horns.

As this passage ends, Daniel is thinking
about the ten horns, and a little horn
emerges among them. It has eyes like a
human and a mouth that speaks
boastfully.

1. When does Daniel receive this vision (7:1) and what does this
reveal about God’s sovereignty over history?

2. How many beasts emerge from the sea, and what makes them
different from one another? 

3. Looking back at Daniel 2, what kingdoms do the four beasts
represent? Why might God have chosen to reveal them to Daniel as
beasts instead of something else, and what does this teach us about
the human heart apart from God? 

How We Live (Evidence of Spiritual Maturity)
God alone rules over history and His kingdom will ultimately
overcome every earthly kingdom.

4. Rooted in God’s Word: Daniel held fast to his only true hope - God
and His Word. 

What does this vision remind you about the temporary nature of
earthly power?
What evidence in your life shows that your hope is found in God
rather than in the (in)stability of this world?

The Character of Christ (Evidence of Transformation)

Even when Daniel receives a terrifying and unsettling vision, he
remains faithful because he knows and trusts God’s character.

5. Faithfulness and Endurance
Why is remaining faithful when you don't know the outcome an
important mark of spiritual maturity?
How is God inviting you to trust Him more deeply through your
current circumstances?
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Prayer

Father, thank You that no earthly kingdom, power, or circumstance is beyond Your authority. When the world feels unstable
and the future seems uncertain, anchor us in the truth that You still reign. Give us the faithfulness and endurance of Daniel.
Please help us remain rooted in Your Word, trust Your character, and live with confidence in Your eternal Kingdom. Form
the character of Christ in us so that our lives point others toward the hope found only in You. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Living Sent Application

Daniel’s vision reminds us that earthly powers rise and fall, but God’s Kingdom remains forever. Because Daniel knew who
was ultimately in control, he could remain faithful even while living in an unstable and ungodly culture. In the same way,
followers of Jesus should not be controlled by fear, shaken by uncertainty, or consumed by temporary circumstances. Our
steady trust in God can become a powerful witness to people searching for lasting hope.

This week, ask yourself: How can my response to uncertainty show that my hope is in God’s eternal Kingdom?
Identify one circumstance that has been creating fear, anxiety, or instability in you.
Find and write down one promise from God’s Word that speaks truth over that situation.
Pray each day for the faithfulness and endurance to trust God before the outcome changes.
Encourage someone who feels overwhelmed by sharing the hope you have in Christ.
Choose one practical act of obedience that demonstrates God’s Kingdom is your highest priority.

As you abide in Christ, remember that the instability around you does not have to produce instability within you. God is
forming steadfast faith in you and using your trust to point others toward His unshakable Kingdom.
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