SOUND DOCTRINE: (Week 4) — Group Guide

Icebreaker: Church Hopping Memories
In the sermon, Micah shared several diverse worship environments he experienced growing up:
sitting in the car while his mom wept to a worship song, a charismatic youth service where
people were jumping and shouting, a traditional Lutheran service, and the quiet, structural awe of
St. Patrick's Cathedral.
e Question: What is the most unique, traditional, or completely different church service
you have ever stepped into? How did the environment or the way people expressed their

worship impact you?

1. From a Place to a Person

In John 4, the Samaritan woman points Jesus to a physical location of worship, but Jesus
immediately redirects her to a person—Himself. Because Jesus tore the temple veil and sent the
Holy Spirit to dwell within believers, our physical bodies are now the temple of God. Worship is
no longer tied to a specific building or sacred space.

o Ifyour everyday life and your body are the true "temple" where the Holy Spirit lives,
how does that shift your understanding of worship from being a "Sunday-only event" to a
daily lifestyle?

e Micah noted that ornate buildings are worthless if Christ is absent. How can we ensure
our hearts remain focused on the Person of Jesus rather than just the routines or comfort

of our church environment?
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2. Singing Truth to Our Hard Hearts
The sermon outlines three distinct roles of the Holy Spirit in corporate worship: He transforms
our character, He convicts us of sin to guide us into truth, and He empowers us to proclaim
Christ boldly. Micah made the statement: "Sometimes we must sing our way to a truth our sinful
hearts are not ready to hold".

e Have you ever arrived at church feeling downcast, heavy, or indifferent, but found that

singing biblical truths eventually aligned your heart with reality? Share that experience.
e How does singing boldly and loudly together as a congregation serve to encourage and

edify the person sitting in the row next to you who might be struggling?

3. The Purpose of Liturgy
Micah emphasized that "liturgy" simply means the order of a worship gathering, and every
church has one. He shared his personal conviction that nothing should happen in a corporate
gathering without clear gospel intention.
He broke down the four musical categories used at North Canton Chapel to serve the church
family: Ancient Songs: Songs that pre-date our generations to remind us of timeless biblical
truths. Heritage Songs: Meaningful songs that have a rich history within the local church body.
Modern Songs: New songs that capture the biblical definition of a hymn by focusing directly on
the person and work of Jesus. Global Songs: Songs that the Holy Spirit uses to uniquely unite
the broader, global Church for a season.
e Why is it spiritually healthy for a multigenerational church family to sing a blend of
ancient, heritage, modern, and global songs rather than only catering to one specific age

group's preference?
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e Reviewing the elements of the service mentioned (Countdown, Call to Worship,
Confession & Assurance, Celebrations, Calls To Community, Prayers of Intercession,
Sermon, Remembrance/Communion, and Benediction), which element speaks to your

heart the most right now, and why?

Closing Prayer

"Spirit of God, cause me to have a desperate dependence, an eager expectation and a humble
responsiveness to Your leading that is grounded in the Scriptures. Fill my personal worship of
You, and our congregation’s worship of You, with the beauty of the cross - and the confidence
that comes with it by grace - that we might worship fully in Spirit and Truth and that we might

magnify You rightly. In the name of the Father, Son, and Spirit - Amen."



