
October 11, 2026 - Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost

T H E  H A P P E N I N G S
S T .  M A R K  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H

All In With Our Hands
John 13:1-17

Rev. Ann Marie Quigley-Swanson

Our mission is to glorify God, and by the power of the Holy Spirit, provide opportunities for all
people to know, love, and follow Jesus Christ.

Our vision is to be a church where every person is welcomed, every generation grows in faith,
every gift is called into service, and our neighbors experience God’s love and grace. 

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE
With the Sacrament of Baptism



New Date for TGIF Meeting

Church Office Closed Monday, October 12

UPCOMING DATES



Next Step Class - Sunday, October 18

UPCOMING DATES
Compassion in Action Meets This Wednesday







ALL SAINTS’ SUNDAY 2026

On All Saints’ Sunday, November 1, St. Mark will remember and give thanks
for church members, for family and close friends of members, who entered into
the Church Triumphant within the past 12 months. During the worship service,
as each name is called, a rose will be placed into an empty vase, and their
picture will be shown. In the past, we’ve used red roses during the
remembrance. This year we will be using white roses. While red roses symbolize
the love, respect, and enduring affection of those we remember, white roses
symbolize peace and the hope of eternal life promised to God’s people.

If you have lost a relative or a friend over the past year and would like to
remember that person on All Saints’ Sunday, please take time to fill out the
form at the end of each pew in the sanctuary and place it in the offering plate
or leave it in the church office.  Forms can also be picked up during the week
from the church office, and pictures can be left at the church or sent to Julie
McCarty at jmccarty@gvtc.com. Please submit your form and picture no
later than October 23.

mailto:jmccarty@gvtc.com


EARLY LEARNING CENTER 

There are sign-up sheets beneath the ELC bulletin board in the hallway
for those who would like to help out with the Bake Sale or Candy Crawl.



With Joy, We Celebrate This Week’s Birthdays

CELEBRATING & CONNECTING

You’re Invited: Outreach is sponsoring a table
at the Annual PCHAS Luncheon. 



ST. MARK’S 3  ANNUALRD

MAKE A DIFFERENCE DAY

A huge thank you to all who supported St. Mark’s “Make a Difference Day”
this past Saturday morning. Sixty-seven volunteers gathered together to be
of service to our community and beyond. 

Although the recent rains limited the projects on Saturday, October 3, they
didn’t deter 48 St. Mark members and 19 “friends” of St. Mark from coming
together to address international hunger and bring butterflies and blooms
to local families rebuilding their lives.

Through these 67 hardworking volunteers, 56 men, women, and youth
measured, weighed, sealed, and packed ingredients for 10,152 nutritious
meals with Rise Against Hunger to be sent overseas, while 11 women, men,
and youth transformed a weedy, rocky space at Transformation House into
native plant gardens that will bring the beauty of God’s creation to the
residents.

From all the smiles and hard work, it was apparent that this is a group that
takes joy in serving together in Jesus’s name. We hope to see you all at next
year’s Make a Difference Day!



Staff in the
Community

Last week, the St. Mark
staff enjoyed an
afternoon serving
together at Hill Country
Daily Bread Ministries.
They sorted bags of
donated clothing for
their on-site clothing
store. It was a
wonderful way to lend a
hand in our community
while enjoying some
time together outside
the office. 

TOGETHER IN SERVICE



SESSION UPDATE
Dear Congregation,

The Congregational Survey noted a need for more information from the Session on
important issues being worked on or considered. The Pastor and Clerk of Session will
provide periodic updates on recently completed actions and those in progress.

Throughout the month of September, the Communications Committee presented
videos of members and friends reflecting on our new St. Mark vision statement. The
new Vision Statement that you’ve seen in the Sunday bulletins is an overarching
principle for St. Mark:

Summary of Recent Session Actions and Activities

“To be a church where every person is welcomed, every generation grows in faith, 
every gift is called into service, and our neighbors experience 

God’s love and grace.”

1. The Session focuses on the Strategic Plan and its goals for expansion of mission
and facility improvements, yet is watching expenditures to manage the adopted
$62,000 deficit budget. 

Funding was available for the planned repairs or upgrades:
$92,500 for the audio-visual system (mixer board, cameras, mics, and TV
screen)
$5,000 to remove/replace two (2) raised tripping-hazard concrete

              sidewalk panels 

Additional funding for unscheduled repairs, using our current cash reserves
available due to budget surpluses in the last few years, will be used for repairs
or replacements:

$63,200 for repairs to the Sanctuary main stained-glass window (heavy rain
in July caused exterior damage to the wood, interior panels, and the stained-
glass panels that have slipped in their frames); 
$19,000 for two air conditioners (FLC and Choir Room); and 
$4,600 for the Kitchen ice machine.

Please review Treasurer Rob West’s financial review in last week’s The
Happenings to see our most up-to-date financial reporting. 



2. The Session is working on a project, “Tying it Together,” to track how the:

Ten Goals of our Strategic Plan are tied to the Vision Statement, and 
Ten Goals of our Strategic Plan are tied to the Church Survey (Next Steps –
Opportunities)
Elders were asked to determine if the Goals are connected to each part of the
Vision Statement and Church Survey 

If yes, then how or why
Does anything stand out, or is something missing?

3.  The Clerk of Session and two Deacons have conducted a review of church
members who have not attended or contributed for the past two years. 

Twenty-three letters were mailed to members in late August  
Follow-up phone calls were made to learn if they are facing difficult times, need
pastoral care, or have joined another church
Purpose is to offer our care and concern and to keep our membership rolls as
up to date as possible.

4.  The Finance Committee and Stewardship Sub-committee are working with the
Session on the 2027 Budget.  

The Elders were asked to share their program successes and dreams that would
have an impact on ministries in support of the Vision and Mission for St. Mark
and community
The newly formed Stewardship Sub-committee is focusing on a deeper, year-
round understanding of responding to God’s abundant gifts through our
generosity. This has led to an emphasis on giving our all, especially our time and
talent, to grow our faith and extend our service through the work of the church.

5.  The Session approved the Baptism of Alice Leigh Patton, daughter of Sam and
Shelby Patton in Colorado, and granddaughter of Neal and Cheryl Patton, on
October 11, 2026. The Book of Order allows the parents to be active members of
another Christian church. Since the Session approved the baptism the Clerk and
Pastor will send a letter to notify the parents’ home church. We as members of St.
Mark, along with the grandparents, will be responsible to nurture and guide the
granddaughter in Christian life.

If you have any questions or suggestions for the Session to provide additional types 
of information and feedback that would be helpful in keeping the congregation well
informed, please contact Pastor Ann Marie or the Session Clerk, Dave Thomas.

Thank you and Blessings, Your 2026 Session Elders



REFLECTIONS: MORE ON
STEWARDSHIP AND
GRATITUDE

Offered by Larry Warren

All too often, we fail to appreciate our blessings, taking them for granted, until we
lose them.  In Mitchell’s classic song, the refrain is followed by: “They paved paradise
and put up a parking lot” – here, natural beauty is replaced by parking lots and
development.  How often is something sacrificed that is truly valuable and beautiful
for something convenient and profitable?  Progress absent wisdom often results in
the destruction of something precious which cannot be replaced.                                      

Even though Joni Mitchell wrote a secular song, it is not too difficult to detect themes
that resonate with biblical teachings.  As a Christian listening to “Big Yellow Taxi,” I am
reminded that God has entrusted us with many gifts – creation, relationships,
opportunities, and time itself.  We are cautioned about the cost of short-sighted
decisions and not to ignore these gifts only to recognize their value after they are lost
or damaged.  In sum, for me, the song is in harmony with biblical wisdom and
gratitude.

While not diminishing our charge to devoting our time, talent, and treasure to further
the Godly works of the church, I want to offer a broader perspective on a stewardship
of gratitude and responsibility.  Consider the refrain from Joni Mitchell’s “Big Yellow
Taxi”:

 Don't it always seem to go

That you don't know what you've got ‘til it’s gone?

 “The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to work it 
and keep it.” - Genesis 2:15, ESV.  (Note: I understand that in Hebrew, “keep it” implies
guarding, preserving, and caring for it.)

“The earth is the Lord’s and everything in it…” Psalm 24:1, ESV.  (My interpretation:
the earth is not ultimately ours to carelessly exploit.)

“Give thanks in all circumstances…” 1 Thessalonians.  (My interpretation: Show
gratitude in the present rather than realizing the value of something after it’s gone.) 





THIS WEEK AT ST. MARK

Click to view
this week’s

service.

Click to view 
the calendar

THIS WEEK AT ST. MARK
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