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Thanks for checking out our sermon-based Study Guides! If you’ve never used our Study Guides before, you’ll find some basic instructions beginning at the bottom of page 2.

NEW this year: These study guides will be written by thoughtful and experienced Life Group Leaders. As always, use these guides as a head-start in your own preparation as the needs and culture is different from each group. And of course, please continue to give us feedback.


LIFE GROUP STUDY GUIDE
for the Sermon given on June 4, 2023 
by Pastor Bryan Wilkerson
JUDGMENT FOR THE WORLD - Revelation 17-19
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Question:  How is judgment good for the world and what does it mean for each of us personally?

Bottom Line:  Judgment will be good for the world because it will eradicate evil once and for all.
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Welcome to our sixth message in our current sermon series, “Revelation for the World’.  
In chapter one, John shares a vision of the risen and exalted Christ ruling over all things.  
In chapters 2-3 we read John’s letter to the church in Ephesus in which he affirms and challenges them to remain faithful to Christ and their mission.  
In chapters 4-5 we see another vision of Christ as the Lamb, slain for the sins of the world, worthy to open the scroll and reveal God’s ultimate purpose for the world and humankind.

Today we turn to the subject of judgment – God’s response to sin and evil.  The language and images that we encounter in chapters 17-19 are bizarre, disturbing and some of them are downright gruesome.  How do we reconcile these harsh words and awful images with the God of love and grace we meet in the rest of Scripture?  Why is all of this wrath and warfare necessary?  How is judgment good for the world and what does it mean for each of us personally?

Let’s begin in prayer before we begin reading and discussing our text. 

Main Scripture Reading: 

Revelation 16:8-16
8 The fourth angel poured out his bowl on the sun, and the sun was allowed to scorch people with fire. 9 They were seared by the intense heat and they cursed the name of God, who had control over these plagues, but they refused to repent and glorify him.
10 The fifth angel poured out his bowl on the throne of the beast, and its kingdom was plunged into darkness. People gnawed their tongues in agony 11 and cursed the God of heaven because of their pains and their sores, but they refused to repent of what they had done.
12 The sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great river Euphrates, and its water was dried up to prepare the way for the kings from the East. 13 Then I saw three impure spirits that looked like frogs; they came out of the mouth of the dragon, out of the mouth of the beast and out of the mouth of the false prophet. 14 They are demonic spirits that perform signs, and they go out to the kings of the whole world, to gather them for the battle on the great day of God Almighty.
15 “Look, I come like a thief! Blessed is the one who stays awake and remains clothed, so as not to go naked and be shamefully exposed.”
16 Then they gathered the kings together to the place that in Hebrew is called Armageddon.
Revelation 14:6-7
6 Then I saw another angel flying in midair, and he had the eternal gospel to proclaim to those who live on the earth—to every nation, tribe, language and people. 7 He said in a loud voice, “Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of his judgment has come. Worship him who made the heavens, the earth, the sea and the springs of water.”

Revelation 19:11-16
11 I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider is called Faithful and True. With justice he judges and wages war. 12 His eyes are like blazing fire, and on his head are many crowns. He has a name written on him that no one knows but he himself. 13 He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood, and his name is the Word of God. 14 The armies of heaven were following him, riding on white horses and dressed in fine linen, white and clean. 15 Coming out of his mouth is a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations. “He will rule them with an iron scepter.”[a] He treads the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God Almighty. 16 On his robe and on his thigh he has this name written:  King of Kings and Lord of Lords.

Revelation 19:1-7
19 After this I heard what sounded like the roar of a great multitude in heaven shouting:
“Hallelujah!
Salvation and glory and power belong to our God,
2     for true and just are his judgments.
He has condemned the great prostitute
    who corrupted the earth by her adulteries.
He has avenged on her the blood of his servants.”
3 And again they shouted:
“Hallelujah!
The smoke from her goes up for ever and ever.”
4 The twenty-four elders and the four living creatures fell down and worshiped God, who was seated on the throne. And they cried:
“Amen, Hallelujah!”
5 Then a voice came from the throne, saying:
“Praise our God,
    all you his servants,
you who fear him,
    both great and small!”
6 Then I heard what sounded like a great multitude, like the roar of rushing waters and like loud peals of thunder, shouting:
“Hallelujah!
    For our Lord God Almighty reigns.
7 Let us rejoice and be glad
    and give him glory!
For the wedding of the Lamb has come,
    and his bride has made herself ready.




Group Discussion Questions

1. What is apocalyptic literature?  What is its purpose?  
[Answer: a kind of literature that was common in the ancient world to capture people’s imaginations and rouse them to action. It is NOT history, NOT poetry, NOT prophecy.] 

Someone suggested to Pastor Bryan to read apocalyptic literature the way you read a political cartoon. How does knowing this inform our approach to reading and subsequent interpretation of Revelation 17-19?

2. Because the characters and events were meant to be understood symbolically, Pastor Bryan lists out important interpretive questions for us.

Are judgments…
· Predictions or possibilities?
· Punishments or consequences?
· Universal or limited?
· Warnings or invitations? 

· Which of these interpretative questions evoked your curiosity the most?
· How did these interpretative questions help you better understand God’s character and judgment? 
· Which of these questions caused you to have a paradigm shift about _____? (you fill in the blank) 

3. Pastor Bryan notes that God provides an illustration, a vision, of what could and will happen to humanity if people continue in their foolish and rebellious ways. While God is patient (2 Peter 3:9), there will come a day He will bring upon judgment – not punishment but better defined as a time where there is a distinction between right and wrong, good and evil. 

Pastor Bryan defines the biblical meaning of judgment as “to decide, to discern, to separate.” He continues, “To judge is to say, ‘This is right, and that is wrong. ‘This is good, and that is evil. ‘This must stand, and that has to stop.’ And someday, God will do that, once and for all.” 

· What visuals come to mind when you think about the judgment of God? What conceptions of judgment did you grow up believing? Share illustrations or metaphors with your group. 
· How does this biblical definition of judgment illuminate/challenge your understanding of judgment? 


4. Using the plains of Meggido as a visual to illustrate the great cosmic confrontation between the forces of good and evil, John then shares a vision of a Rider on a White Horse. Take a moment to read Revelation 19:11-16 as a group. 

· As you read the description of the Rider, what stands out to you? 
(Ie: wearing crown not a helmet, dressed as a king not a warrior, bears a sword in mouth not in fist, sword made of words not steel…) 

· What is Jesus revealing about himself through this passage? 


5. Judgment means that we have a decision to make, a mission to fulfill, and a hope to hold onto.  Of the three, which one do you struggling the most with?  Ask your small group for help.

· If you have a decision to make, tell us where you are in your spiritual journey.  What are some ways that you could grow closer to God?

· If you have a mission to fulfill, tell us the way(s) you bear witness to Christ.  Can you think of some other ways to spread the Good News?

· If you have a hope to hold onto, tell us who or what you have faith in that helps you make it through difficult and challenging times.  Do you believe that Christ will come again to make all things right?

6. Pastor Bryan preaches, “if there’s no judgment, there can be no justice… Judgment means that everything that’s wrong with this world will one day be put right… And when that day comes, all of heaven and earth will celebrate (Revelation 19:1-7). 

· As you close the discussion, consider praying on various subjects for the eradication of evil, pain, and suffering. Ask God to reveal to you/your group how to partner with His works of justice. End the prayer with prayer of thanksgiving and celebration for who God is, what He has done, and what He will do.   


Take Home Message:
Revelation wasn’t written simply to give people a heads up about all the bad things that could happen, it was written to get people’s attention so they could respond appropriately.  So they could repent; to turn from their foolish and rebellious ways of living, and turn toward the God of heaven, who loves them and wants good for them.



Homework Until Next Time:
Ask the members of your LG to complete the Discipleship Planning Tool and the GPS Assessment Tool before your next meeting. Here is some fresh language:

We’re all on a journey; where is yours taking you? 
 
The beauty of the way of Jesus is that it’s not just good for us, it’s good for the world around us. But that kind of beautiful life doesn’t come from just hearing the words of Jesus; it comes from putting them into practice. Three kinds of practice, actually:
· The with-God life of our personal habits and routines;
· The with-others life of our genuine and life-changing relationships; and
· The for-the-world life that makes an impact beyond our immediate homes and families, into our communities and beyond.

Growing as disciples of Jesus will make a Kingdom difference in our world and a transformative difference in our lives as believers and as a group. And these resources are helpful in identifying the next steps for our journeys.


Let’s Pray
-------------------
Support for the Leader (These Teaching Points are provided to help the group leader make connections from the message to their group with both insights from the Biblical text and also opportunities in the life of our church). 

Teaching Points:
· Apocalypse (apokalypsis in Greek) means disclosure or unveiling 

· Apocalyptic literature is not history or prophecy.  It was meant to capture people’s imaginations and to rouse them to action. 

· When we read apocalyptic literature we have to ask some important interpretive questions.  Are these judgments:
· Literal or symbolic?
· Predictions or possibilities?
· Universal or limited?
· Warnings or invitations?

· We have to read and process this material very carefully and thoughtfully.  We have to understand it symbolically, not literally.  We have to read them as possibilities, not predictions.  We have to recognize them as evils we bring on ourselves, not vindictive punishments hurled down by God.  We have to read them as invitations – to respond, to believe, to give glory to the God and heaven and to spread the news of His Son.

· The biblical meaning of the word JUDGE is not to punish.  It means to decide, to discern, to separate
· If there is no judgment, there can be no justice

· Judgment means that 
· We have a decision to make (to choose God and to surrender to Jesus)
· We have a mission to fulfill (to bear witness to Jesus Christ and spread the Good News)
· We have a hope to hold onto (in the face of all that’s wrong with the world)


For Further Biblical Study:

1Thessalonians 5:1-11
5 Now, brothers and sisters, about times and dates we do not need to write to you, 2 for you know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 3 While people are saying, “Peace and safety,” destruction will come on them suddenly, as labor pains on a pregnant woman, and they will not escape.
4 But you, brothers and sisters, are not in darkness so that this day should surprise you like a thief. 5 You are all children of the light and children of the day. We do not belong to the night or to the darkness. 6 So then, let us not be like others, who are asleep, but let us be awake and sober. 7 For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk, get drunk at night. 8 But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, putting on faith and love as a breastplate, and the hope of salvation as a helmet. 9 For God did not appoint us to suffer wrath but to receive salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ. 10 He died for us so that, whether we are awake or asleep, we may live together with him. 11 Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact you are doing.

2Peter 3:9
9 The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. Instead he is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.


How to Use These Study Guides:
· Consider sending out the Scripture passage to your group members ahead of time.
· Begin each meeting with a short time of checking in with one another.
· You may want to begin the discussion by reading the Scripture passage together out loud, or by summarizing the passage if everyone has read it ahead of time.
· Don’t feel like you need to discuss every question included in the Study Guide. Pick one or two to start with, and see how the conversation flows.
· If your group meets over Zoom:
· You may need to do more overt facilitating over Zoom than you would in person. Feel free to call on people to invite them to share.
· Try to be sensitive to attention spans over Zoom—keep the meetings shorter than they would be in person.
· Be sure to set aside time for sharing prayer requests and praying together.

Group Leader Support: Please reach out to your Campus Pastor or your Coach if you have any questions about leading your group or concerns about your group dynamic. If you have questions about or feedback on the Study Guides, please reach out to Pastor Tim or Grace Lee from the Group Life team.
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