Week 14 Documents

Christianity Today Editorial on Roe v. Wade 1973

In a sweeping decision January 22, the United States Supreme Court overthrew the abortion
statutes of Texas, indeed, of all the states that protect the right of an unborn infant to life before,
at the earliest, the seventh month of pregnancy. . .

This decision runs counter not merely to the moral teachings of Christianity through the ages but
also to the moral sense of the American people. . .

We would not normally expect the Court to consider the teachings of Christianity and paganism
before rendering a decision on the constitutionality of a law, but in this case it has chosen to do
so, and the results are enlightening: it has clearly decided for paganism, and against Christianity,
and this in disregard even of democratic sentiment, which in this case appears to follow Christian
tradition and to reject permissive abortion legislation . . .

Having previously seen fit to ban the formal, admittedly superficial, and possibly hypocritical
acknowledgment of God that used to take place in public school prayers and Bible readings, the
Court has now repudiated the Old Testament's standards on capital punishment as cruel and
without utility, and has rejected the almost universal consensus of Christian moral teachers
through the centuries on abortion. Its latest decision reveals a callous utilitarianism about
children in the womb that harmonizes little with the extreme delicacy of its conscience regarding
the imposition of capital punishment.

Christians can be grateful that the court has not yet made the "right" to abortion an obligation. It
is still possible for us to consult the will of God in this matter rather than the laws of the state.
The present decision makes it abundantly clear that we are obliged to seek his will and not to be
guided only by public law. We should recognize the accumulating evidence that public policy is
beginning to display what Paul called "a base mind and improper conduct,” and for similar
reasons. Will the time come when this nation "under God" is distinguishable from those that are
aggressively atheistic only by our currently greater material affluence?

Christians should accustom themselves to the thought that the American state no longer supports,
in any meaningful sense, the laws of God, and prepare themselves spiritually for the prospect
that it may one day formally repudiate them and turn against those who seek to live by them.

Jimmy Carter — Crisis of Confidence Speech 1978

So, | want to speak to you first tonight about a subject even more serious than energy or
inflation. I want to talk to you right now about a fundamental threat to American democracy.

| do not mean our political and civil liberties. They will endure. And | do not refer to the outward
strength of America, a nation that is at peace tonight everywhere in the world, with unmatched
economic power and military might.



The threat is nearly invisible in ordinary ways. It is a crisis of confidence.

It is a crisis that strikes at the very heart and soul and spirit of our national will. We can see this
crisis in the growing doubt about the meaning of our own lives and in the loss of a unity of
purpose for our nation.

The erosion of our confidence in the future is threatening to destroy the social and the political
fabric of America.

The confidence that we have always had as a people is not simply some romantic dream or a
proverb in a dusty book that we read just on the Fourth of July. It is the idea which founded our
nation and has guided our development as a people. Confidence in the future has supported
everything else -- public institutions and private enterprise, our own families, and the very
Constitution of the United States. Confidence has defined our course and has served as a link
between generations. We’ve always believed in something called progress. We’ve always had a
faith that the days of our children would be better than our own.

Our people are losing that faith, not only in government itself but in the ability as citizens to
serve as the ultimate rulers and shapers of our democracy. As a people we know our past and we
are proud of it. Our progress has been part of the living history of America, even the world. We
always believed that we were part of a great movement of humanity itself called democracy,
involved in the search for freedom; and that belief has always strengthened us in our purpose.
But just as we are losing our confidence in the future, we are also beginning to close the door on
our past.

In a nation that was proud of hard work, strong families, close-knit communities, and our faith in
God, too many of us now tend to worship self-indulgence and consumption. Human identity is
no longer defined by what one does, but by what one owns. But we’ve discovered that owning
things and consuming things does not satisfy our longing for meaning. We’ve learned that piling
up material goods cannot fill the emptiness of lives which have no confidence or purpose.

Ronald Reagan — Evil Empire Speech 1983

Well, I'm pleased to be here today with you who are keeping America great by keeping her good.
Only through your work and prayers and those of millions of others can we hope to survive this
perilous century and keep alive this experiment in liberty -- this last, best hope of man.

| want you to know that this administration is motivated by a political philosophy that sees the
greatness of America in you, her people, and in your families, churches, neighborhoods,
communities -- the institutions that foster and nourish values like concern for others and respect
for the rule of law under God.

Now, I don't have to tell you that this puts us in opposition to, or at least out of step with, a
prevailing attitude of many who have turned to a modern-day secularism, discarding the tried
and time-tested values upon which our very civilization is based. No matter how well
intentioned, their value system is radically different from that of most Americans. And while
they proclaim that they're freeing us from superstitions of the past, they've taken upon
themselves the job of superintending us by government rule and regulation. Sometimes their
voices are louder than ours, but they are not yet a majority.



Freedom prospers when religion is vibrant and the rule of law under God is acknowledged.
When our Founding Fathers passed the First Amendment, they sought to protect churches from
government interference. They never intended to construct a wall of hostility between
government and the concept of religious belief itself.

The evidence of this permeates our history and our government. The Declaration of
Independence mentions the Supreme Being no less than four times. "In God We Trust™ is
engraved on our coinage. The Supreme Court opens its proceedings with a religious invocation.
And the members of Congress open their sessions with a prayer. | just happen to believe the
schoolchildren of the United States are entitled to the same privileges as Supreme Court Justices
and Congressmen.

Last year, | sent the Congress a constitutional amendment to restore prayer to public schools.
Already this session, there's growing bipartisan support for the amendment, and I am calling on
the Congress to act speedily to pass it and to let our children pray. . .

| think the items that we've discussed here today must be a key part of the Nation's political
agenda. For the first time the Congress is openly and seriously debating and dealing with the
prayer and abortion issues -- and that's enormous progress right there. | repeat: America is in the
midst of a spiritual awakening and a moral renewal. And with your Biblical keynote, | say today,
"Yes, let justice roll on like a river, righteousness like a never-failing stream.

"Now, obviously, much of this new political and social consensus I've talked about is based on a
positive view of American history, one that takes pride in our country's accomplishments and
record. But we must never forget that no government schemes are going to perfect man. We
know that living in this world means dealing with what philosophers would call the
phenomenology of evil or, as theologians would put it, the doctrine of sin.

There is sin and evil in the world, and we're enjoined by Scripture and the Lord Jesus to oppose
it with all our might. Our nation, too, has a legacy of evil with which it must deal. The glory of
this land has been its capacity for transcending the moral evils of our past. For example, the long
struggle of minority citizens for equal rights, once a source of disunity and civil war, is now a
point of pride for all Americans. We must never go back. There is no room for racism, anti-
Semitism, or other forms of ethnic and racial hatred in this country. . .

So, I urge you to speak out against those who would place the United States in a position of
military and moral inferiority. You know, I've always believed that old Screwtape reserved his
best efforts for those of you in the church. So, in your discussions of the nuclear freeze
proposals, | urge you to beware the temptation of pride -- the temptation of blithely declaring
yourselves above it all and label both sides equally at fault, to ignore the facts of history and the
aggressive impulses of an evil empire, to simply call the arms race a giant misunderstanding and
thereby remove yourself from the struggle between right and wrong and good and evil. . .

While America's military strength is important, let me add here that I've always maintained that
the struggle now going on for the world will never be decided by bombs or rockets, by armies or
military might. The real crisis we face today is a spiritual one; at root, it is a test of moral will
and faith. . .



The Western world can answer this challenge, he wrote, "but only provided that its faith in God
and the freedom He enjoins is as great as communism's faith in Man."

| believe we shall rise to the challenge. | believe that communism is another sad, bizarre chapter
in human history whose last pages even now are being written. | believe this because the source
of our strength in the quest for human freedom is not material, but spiritual. And because it
knows no limitation, it must terrify and ultimately triumph over those who would enslave their
fellow man. For in the words of Isaiah: "He giveth power to the faint; and to them that have no
might He increased strength But they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength; they
shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary."

Yes, change your world. One of our Founding Fathers, Thomas Paine, said, "We have it within
our power to begin the world over again.” We can do it, doing together what no one church could
do by itself.

George W. Bush Address to the American People September 11, 2002

Now and in the future, Americans will live as free people, not in fear and never at the mercy of
any foreign plot or power.

This nation has defeated tyrants and liberated death camps, raised this lamp of liberty to every
captive land. We have no intention of ignoring or appeasing history's latest gang of fanatics
trying to murder their way to power. They are discovering, as others before them, the resolve of a
great country and a great democracy.

In the ruins of two towers, under a flag unfurled at the Pentagon, at the funerals of the lost, we
have made a sacred promise to ourselves and to the world: We will not relent until justice is done
and our nation is secure.

What our enemies have begun, we will finish.

| believe there's a reason that history has matched this nation with this time. America strives to
be tolerant and just. We respect the faith of Islam, even as we fight those whose actions defile

that faith. We fight not to impose our will, but to defend ourselves and extend the blessings of

freedom.

We cannot know all that lies ahead. Yet we do know that God has placed us together in this
moment to grieve together, to stand together, to serve each other and our country. And the duty
we have been given, defending America and our freedom is also a privilege we share.

We're prepared for this journey. And our prayer tonight is that God will see us through and keep
us worthy.

Tomorrow is September the 12th. A milestone has passed, and a mission goes on.
Be confident; our country is strong.

And our cause is even larger than our country. Ours is the cause of human dignity, freedom
guided by conscience and guarded by peace. This ideal of America is the hope of all mankind.
That hope drew millions to this harbor. That hope still lights our way. And the light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness will not overcome it.

May God bless America.



