Eusebius: The Conversion of Constantine

CHAPTER XXVII.

Being convinced, however, that he needed some more powerful aid than his military forces could afford
him, on account of the wicked and magical enchantments which were so diligently practiced by the
tyrant, he sought Divine assistance, deeming the possession of arms and a numerous soldiery of
secondary importance, but believing the co-operating power of Deity invincible and not to be shaken.
He considered, therefore, on what God he might rely for protection and assistance. While engaged in
this enquiry, the thought occurred to him, that, of the many emperors who had preceded him, those
who had rested their hopes in a multitude of gods, and served them with sacrifices and offerings, had in
the first place been deceived by flattering predictions, and oracles which promised them all prosperity,
and at last had met with an unhappy end, while not one of their gods had stood by to warn them of the
impending wrath of heaven ... Reviewing, | say, all these considerations, he judged it to be folly indeed
to join in the idle worship of those who were no gods, and, after such convincing evidence, to err from
the truth; and therefore felt it incumbent on him to honor his father's God alone.

CHAPTER XXVIII.

ACCORDINGLY he called on him with earnest prayer and supplications that he would reveal to him who
he was, and stretch forth his right hand to help him in his present difficulties. And while he was thus
praying with fervent entreaty, a most marvelous sign appeared to him from heaven. . . . He said that
about noon, when the day was already beginning to decline, he saw with his own eyes the trophy of a
cross of light in the heavens, above the sun, and bearing the inscription, CONQUER BY THIS. At this sight
he himself was struck with amazement, and his whole army also, which followed him on this expedition,
and witnessed the miracle.

CHAPTER XXIX.

He said, moreover, that he doubted within himself what the import of this apparition could be. And
while he continued to ponder and reason on its meaning, night suddenly came on ; then in his sleep the
Christ of God appeared to him with the same sign which he had seen in the heavens, and commanded
him to make a likeness of that sign which he had seen in the heavens, and to use it as a safeguard in all
engagements with his enemies.

CHAPTER XXX.

AT dawn of day he arose, and communicated the marvel to his friends: and then, calling together the
workers in gold and precious stones, he sat in the midst of them, and described to them the figure of the
sign he had seen, bidding them represent it in gold and precious stones. And this representation | myself
have had an opportunity of seeing. ..



The emperor constantly made use of this sign of salvation as a safeguard against every adverse and
hostile power, and commanded that others similar to it should be carried at the head of all his armies.

CHAPTER XXXII.

These things were done shortly afterwards. But at the time above specified, being struck with
amazement at the extraordinary vision, and resolving to worship no other God save Him who had
appeared to him, he sent for those who were acquainted with the mysteries of His doctrines, and
enquired who that God was, and what was intended by the sign of the vision he had seen. They affirmed
that He was God, the only begotten Son of the one and only God: that the sign which had appeared was
the symbol of immortality, and the trophy of that victory over death which He had gained in time past
when sojourning on earth. They taught him also the causes of His advent, and explained to him the true
account of His incarnation. Thus he was instructed in these matters, and was impressed with wonder at
the divine manifestation which had been presented to his sight. Comparing, therefore, the heavenly
vision with the interpretation given, he found his judgment confirmed; and, in the persuasion that the
knowledge of these things had been imparted to him by Divine teaching, he determined thenceforth to
devote himself to the reading of the Inspired writings.

Moreover, he made the priests of God his counselors, and deemed it incumbent on him to honor the
God who had appeared to him with all devotion. And after this, being fortified by well-grounded hopes
in Him, he hastened to quench the threatening fire of tyranny.
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