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Editors' Introduction:  

THIS Act--distinguished among the several Uniformity Acts by the stringency of its penalties--was passed 

immediately after the foregoing, in April of the year 1559.  

[Transcr. Statutes of the Realm iv. pt. i. p.355.]  

Where at the death of our late sovereign lord King Edward VI there remained one uniform order of 

common service and prayer, and of the administration of sacraments, rites, and ceremonies in the 

Church of England, which was set forth in one book, intituled: The Book of Common Prayer, and 

Administration of Sacraments, and other rites and ceremonies in the Church of England; authorized by 

Act of Parliament holden in the fifth and sixth years of our said late sovereign lord King Edward VI, 

intituled: An Act for the uniformity of common prayer, and administration of the sacraments; the which 

was repealed and taken away by Act of Parliament in the [Page 459] first year of the reign of our late 

sovereign lady Queen Mary, to the great decay of the due honour of God, and discomfort to the 

professors of the truth of Christ's religion:  

Be it therefore enacted by the authority of this present Parliament, that the said statute of repeal, and 

everything therein contained, only concerning the said book, and the service, administration of 

sacraments, rites, and ceremonies contained or appointed in or by the said book, shall be void and of 

none effect, from and after the feast of the Nativity of St. John Baptist next coming; and that the said 

book, with the order of service, and of the administration of sacraments, rites, and ceremonies, with the 

alterations and additions therein added and appointed by this statute, shall stand and be, from and after 

the said feast of the Nativity of St. John Baptist, in full force and effect, according to the tenor and effect 

of this statute; anything in the aforesaid statute of repeal to the contrary notwithstanding.  

And further be it enacted by the queen's highness, with the assent of the Lords (sic) and Commons in 

this present Parliament assembled, and by authority of the same, that all and singular ministers in any 

cathedral or parish church, or other place within this realm of England, Wales, and the marches of the 

same, or other the queen's dominions, shall from and after the feast of the Nativity of St. John Baptist 

next coming be bounden to say and use the Matins, Evensong, celebration of the Lord's Supper and 

administration of each of the sacraments, and all their common and open prayer, in such order and 

form as is mentioned in the said book, so authorized by Parliament in the said fifth and sixth years of the 

reign of King Edward VI, with one alteration or addition of certain lessons to be used on every Sunday in 



the year, and the form of the Litany altered and corrected, and two sentences only added in the delivery 

of the sacrament to the communicants, and none other or otherwise.  

[Page 460] And that if any manner of parson, vicar, or other whatsoever minister, that ought or should 

sing or say common prayer mentioned in the said book, or minister the sacraments, from and after the 

feast of the nativity of St. John Baptist next coming, refuse to use the said common prayers, or to 

minister the sacraments in such cathedral or parish church, or other places as he should use to minister 

the same, in such order and form as they be mentioned and set forth in the said book, or shall wilfully or 

obstinately standing in the same, use any other rite, ceremony, order, form, or manner of celebrating of 

the Lord's Supper, openly or privily, or Matins, Evensong, administration of the sacraments, or other 

open prayers, than is mentioned and set forth in the said book (open prayer in and throughout this Act, 

is meant that prayer which is for other to come unto, or hear, either in common churches or private 

chapels or oratories, commonly called the service of the Church), or shall preach, declare, or speak 

anything in the derogation or depraving of the said book, or anything therein contained, or of any part 

thereof, and shall be thereof lawfully convicted, according to the laws of this realm, by verdict of twelve 

men, or by his own confession, or by the notorious evidence of the fact, shall lose and forfeit to the 

queen's highness, her heirs and successors, for his first offence, the profit of all his spiritual benefices or 

promotions coming or arising in one whole year next after his conviction; and also that the person so 

convicted shall for the same offence suffer imprisonment by the space of six months, without bail or 

mainprize.  

And also, that if there shall happen any contempt or irreverence to be used in the ceremonies or rites of 

the Church, by the misusing of the orders appointed in this book, the queen's majesty may, by the like 

advice of the said commissioners or metropolitan, ordain and publish such further ceremonies or rites, 

as may be most for the advancement of God's glory, the edifying of His Church, and the due reverence 

of Christ's holy mysteries and sacraments.  

[Page 467] And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that all laws, statutes, and ordinances, 

wherein or whereby any other service, administration of sacraments or common prayer, is limited, 

established, or set forth to be used within this realm, or any other the queen's dominions or countries, 

shall from henceforth be utterly void and of none effect. 


