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Universal Centre of Truth for Better Living (UCTruth) Sheila McKeithen Scholarships and Educational Assistance Programme





Who We Are:
The Universal Centre of Truth for Better Living (UCT) is a member of the Universal Foundation for Better Living (UFBL), an organisation dedicated to five core purposes:
· Preaching and Teaching
· Prayer
· Healing
· Service
· Fellowship
In keeping with this mandate and our belief that “every individual on the face of the earth should live a healthy, happy, and prosperous life”, UCT has developed this programme to provide educational assistance to those seeking to “show themselves approved.” Through this initiative, we aim to enhance living standards by supporting educational growth and development.

Definitions
· Scholarship – Medium to long-term assistance (financial or in-kind) granted in full or in part to help meet the educational expenses of an approved course of study.
· Grant – A one-time financial award issued for a specific purpose to an individual or group undertaking a project or pursuing a particular goal.

Programme Intent
UCT intends to issue scholarships and grants annually to maximise educational and training opportunities for eligible candidates.

Scholarship Advertising Process
Information on scholarships, grants, and other educational assistance will be publicized by June 31 of each academic year for which they are being offered.
Advertising channels include:
· Announcements during Sunday Worship Celebration
· Posting on the Sanctuary Notice Board
· Inclusion in the Announcement Section of Worship Services
· Posting on UCT social media platforms (Facebook, website, Instagram)
· Advertisement in Jamaican newspapers
Notices will be available for at least four weeks prior to the application deadline.

Application Process
· Application Period: Open during June; awards presented in August.
· Forms: Available at the UCT Administrative Offices and on the UCTruth website.
· Submission: Completed forms must be placed in a sealed envelope and submitted to the UCT Administrative Offices by the deadline.
· Acknowledgement: Receipt of applications will be confirmed by email, text, or telephone.
· Note: Incomplete applications will not be processed.
Special Notes:
· Parents/guardians must complete applications for minors (under 16 years).
· Applicants are encouraged to answer all questions thoroughly.
· Applications will be reviewed by a five-member Scholarship Committee with expertise in education, finance, and development, including one UCT Board member and one ministerial team member. No committee member may be a family member of an applicant.
· All application information will be treated with the highest level of confidentiality.
· Successful applicants will be notified within 7–21 days after the application period closes.

Eligibility Criteria
· All applicants will be considered based on financial need.
· Registered members of the UCT Youth Ministry for at least six months are automatically eligible to apply for scholarships or grants.
· Tertiary-level applicants may be active members/attendees of UCTruth, with priority given to undergraduate students.
· Applicants must provide proof of acceptance or enrolment in an accredited educational institution or training programme (acceptance letter and/or student ID).
· Scholarship payments will be made directly to the relevant institution for tuition fees.
· Priority will be given to first-time applicants.
Draft Announcements and Social Media Posts:
🌟 UCT Scholarships & Grants – Apply Now!
At the Universal Centre of Truth for Better Living (UCT), we believe that “every individual under the face of the earth should live a healthy, happy, and prosperous life.”
One way we live out this truth is by helping our members grow through education and skills training.
We are now inviting applications for our 2026 Scholarships and Grants designed to provide financial support for students and trainees who are ready to take the next step in their learning journey.
Who can apply?
· Youth Ministry members 
· Applicants with financial need
· Persons accepted into or enrolled in an accredited school, college, university, or training programme
How to apply:
· Pick up an application form at the UCT Administrative Offices or download it from the UCTruth website.
· Return your completed form in a sealed envelope to the UCT Administrative Office.
📅 Deadline: Friday, July 31, 2026
Let us partner with you as you “study to show yourself approved” and step into the life of abundance God has planned for you.
📢 UCT Scholarship & Grant Applications Now Open!
The Universal Centre of Truth for Better Living (UCT) is now accepting applications for our 2026 Sheila McKeithen Scholarships and Grants. These awards provide financial and in-kind assistance to support educational growth and skills training.
✅ Who can apply?
· Youth Ministry members 
· Applicants with financial need
· Students accepted into or enrolled in an accredited institution or training programme
📄 How to apply:
· Application forms are available at the UCT Administrative Offices or on the UCTruth website.
· Submit completed forms in a sealed envelope to the UCT Administrative Office.
📅 Deadline: Friday, July 31, 2026
Let’s support your journey to a brighter future!



 Types of Scholarships

UCT may offer scholarships as per:-
1. Need-Based Scholarships
These are designed to fund students who are unable to meet any or all of the financial requirements needed to enter or complete a course of study and are therefore deemed in need of financial or in-kind support.
2. Merit Scholarships
The recipient is deemed as deserving of this scholarship because of outstanding/excellent/admirable performance in an area and/or invaluable consistent contribution to church life.
Students may be required to have at least a GPA of 3.0 to receive and maintain these scholarships.
3. Full/Partial Scholarship
UCT is prepared to examine the options of awarding either a full scholarship (covering living, books, and tuition) or partial scholarships (covering parts of living, books, or tuition costs) based on availability of funds. The duration of either of these options will be decided on at the time of consideration of the particular case.
4. Specially named scholarships
UCT may use the option of awarding scholarships in honour of an individual(s). These scholarships will/could follow guidelines outlined or requested by the trustees.












Image Release

As part of the UCT Scholarship and Grant Programme, recipients will be required to sign an Image Release Form authorizing the Universal Centre of Truth for Better Living (UCT) to use their image in any and all publications, including website entries, without payment or other consideration.


Image Release Form – For Applicants Under 18 Years of Age

I _______________________________, parent/guardian of _____________________, hereby grant the Universal Centre of Truth for Better Living permission to use my child/ward’s likeness in photographs, video recordings, or electronic images in any and all of its publications, including website entries, without payment or other consideration.

I understand and agree that these materials will become the property of UC Truth and will not be returned. I irrevocably authorize the organization to edit, alter, copy, exhibit, publish, or distribute these images for purposes of publicizing the organization’s scholarship award for which he/she is a recipient, or for any other lawful purpose.

I waive the right to inspect or approve the finished product, including any written or electronic copy where his/her likeness appears. I further waive any right to royalties or other compensation related to the use of his/her image.

I certify that I am the parent/guardian of __________________________________________ and do hereby give my consent without reservation to the foregoing release.
Parent/Guardian’s Signature: _______________  Date (dd/mm/yyyy): ______________________


Image Release Form – For Applicants 18 Years and Over
I _______________________________________________ hereby grant the Universal Centre of Truth for Better Living permission to use my likeness in photographs, video recordings, or electronic images in any and all of its publications, including website entries, without payment or other consideration.

I understand and agree that these materials will become the property of the organization and will not be returned. I irrevocably authorize the organization to edit, alter, copy, exhibit, publish, or distribute these images for purposes of publicizing the organization’s scholarship award for which I am a recipient, or for any other lawful purpose.

I waive the right to inspect or approve the finished product, including any written or electronic copy where my likeness appears. I further waive any right to royalties or other compensation related to the use of my image.


Applicant’s Signature: __________________ Date (dd/mm/yyyy): ________
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