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Why were The Ten Commandments written? 

1. Instructs us how to live a life of practical holiness 
2. Teaches us how to remain faithful to the Lord and how 

 to treat others 
3. Guidelines for a purposeful and powerful life and future 

 
Commandment #1 – Do not worship any other gods. 

• New order, highest priority, focus of attention/affection 

 
Commandment # 2 – Do not make idols. 

• Do not establish anything that craves your attention. 

• Do not love it excessively or make it a priority in your life. 
 
Ex. 20:5-6 You shall not bow down to them or serve them, for I 
the LORD your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the 
fathers on the children to the third and the fourth generation of 
those who hate me, but showing steadfast love to thousands 
(1,000 generations) of those who love me and keep my 
commandments. 
 
Visiting: to visit upon, to pass in review, (not inhabiting) 
Iniquity: consequence of, perversity, mischief, calamity, misery 
Those who hate me: to hate, an enemy of 
Showing: fashion, accomplish, prepare, appoint, ordain, bring 
about, advance, produce, press and squeeze 

 
Breaking Generational Curses: 
“The cycle of sin and suffering can be broken through 
repentance.” (ESV Study Bible)       Repent and Return.  
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