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We are so thrilled to have you join us! 

  
Calvary is a place for everyone, regardless of age or background.  Whether you are young or simply young 
at heart; single, married, or widowed; a life-long believer or just getting started, you can find a home here.  
We are a congregation that worships, studies, and serves together.  
 

A Special Welcome to Those With Young Children  
 

First, please relax and enjoy your time here. Jesus knows that young children tend to wiggle, fuss, cry, or 
even giggle - so please don't feel embarrassed by it. Children are welcome here at Calvary! 

 
Each Sunday your child may pick up a pew activity bag at the back of the sanctuary. Please 

return the pew bags after the service. 
 

Feel free to sit wherever is most comfortable for your family. To make things a bit easier for your family, 
dare to sit closer to the front so your child can see all the activity going on at the altar. We encourage you 

to help them to be a part of the service by leading them to stand/sit, sing along, and chime in on 
responses, such as "Amen" and "Thanks be to God!” 

 
If needed, we have a parent’s room available at the back of the church, with windows into the sanctuary 

and audio as well, so that you can both see and hear the service. 
 

Please know that while you are caring for your children, the rest of us will be rejoicing in Jesus's words, 
“Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for the Kingdom of God belongs to such as 

these” (Luke 18:16). We know that children are a blessing to the church! 
____________________________________________________________ 

 
 Communion at Calvary 

  
  

Every week, Calvary celebrates the Lord’s Supper with confidence and gladness in the forgiveness of 
sins that is offered by Jesus Christ at his table. This gift is more than a symbol; it is the true presence of 

Christ with us in his body and blood through the bread and wine. Our Lord invites to his table all 
baptized believers who trust his words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as 

he forgives and loves us. 
 

If you are unsure of the beliefs and practices of the Lutheran Church, are questioning salvation in Christ 
Jesus, or do not believe, please speak with the pastor about receiving communion. We welcome you to 

come to the table with arms crossed upon your chest to indicate you would like a blessing.  
  

When receiving, please know that the white cups are wine and the red cups are juice. 
If you have any questions, please contact Pastor Harris.  
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+ THE GATHERING + 

PRELUDE 

WELCOME 

OPENING HYMN                                     Open Now thy Gates of Beauty  
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INVOCATION 
P: In the name of the Father and of the ☩ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive 
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 
Kneel or stand for silent reflection on God’s Word and self-examination. 
 
P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 
unclean. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve your present and eternal punishment. For 
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 
your ways to the glory of your holy name. Amen 
 
P: Almighty God in his mercy has given his Son to die for you and for his sake 
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of God, I therefore 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. 
 
C: Amen 
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HYMN OF PRAISE      Sing of the Lord’s Goodness - Ernest Sands 
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SALUTATION 
 

P:    The Lord be with you.  
C:    And also with you.  

 
COLLECT 
 

P: Let us pray. 
Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your 
word. By your Holy Spirit, help us to receive it with joy, live 
according to it, and grow in faith and hope and love, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

        C: Amen. 
 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                    Pastor Alex Harris 
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+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 

 
 FIRST READING                                          Isaiah 55:10-13 

 
10 “For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven 
    and do not return there but water the earth, 
making it bring forth and sprout, 
    giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
11 so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 
    it shall not return to me empty, 
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 
    and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 
12 “For you shall go out in joy 
    and be led forth in peace; 
the mountains and the hills before you 
    shall break forth into singing, 
    and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 
13 Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 
    instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 
and it shall make a name for the Lord, 
    an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.” 

 
 
P:  This is the word of the Lord.        
C:  Thanks be to God 
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Psalm 65       The Seed that Falls on Good Soil - Guimont 	
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SECOND READING                                Romans 8:1-11 
 
 

1There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in 
Christ Jesus. 2 For the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in 
Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death. 3 For God has done what 
the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending his own 
Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in 
the flesh, 4 in order that the righteous requirement of the law might 
be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according 
to the Spirit. 5 For those who live according to the flesh set their 
minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the 
Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6 For to set the 
mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life 
and peace. 7 For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, 
for it does not submit to God's law; indeed, it cannot. 8 Those who 
are in the flesh cannot please God. 
  
9 You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the 
Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of 
Christ does not belong to him. 10 But if Christ is in you, although the 
body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of 
righteousness. 11 If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead 
dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also 
give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you. 
 

 
P:  This is the word of the Lord.        
C:  Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION           Celtic Alleluia 

 
The word is very near to you; it is in your mouth and in your heart. ALLELUIA 

 
 
HOLY GOSPEL                                             Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 
 

 
P:   The Holy Gospel is from Saint Matthew, the thirteenth chapter. 
C:   Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea.2 And 
great crowds gathered about him, so that he got into a boat and sat down. 
And the whole crowd stood on the beach. 3 And he told them many things in 
parables, saying: “A sower went out to sow. 4 And as he sowed, some seeds 
fell along the path, and the birds came and devoured them.5 Other seeds fell 
on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and immediately they 
sprang up, since they had no depth of soil, 6 but when the sun rose they 
were scorched. And since they had no root, they withered away. 7 Other 
seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. 8 Other 
seeds fell on good soil and produced grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, 
some thirty. 9 He who has ears, let him hear.” 
 
18 “Hear then the parable of the sower: 19 When anyone hears the word 
of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and 
snatches away what has been sown in his heart. This is what was sown 
along the path. 20 As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the 
one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy,  
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21 yet he has no root in himself, but endures for a while, and when 
tribulation or persecution arises on account of the word, immediately he 
falls away. 22 As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who 
hears the word, but the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of 
riches choke the word, and it proves unfruitful. 23 As for what was sown 
on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it. He 
indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another 
sixty, and in another thirty.” 

 
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.      

    C:  Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

THE SERMON         Pastor Alex Harris 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY                                    Almighty God, Your Word is Cast 

 
 

THE OFFERING 
 
MUSICAL OFFERING     
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      OFFERTORY HYMN                             Take My Life that I May Be 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


William Dexheimer--PharrisFrances Havergal

Copyright ©1998 Augsburg Fortress
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 PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

 
(congregation may kneel or stand during the prayers) 

 
P: Lord, in your mercy. 
C: Hear our prayer. 

 
 
 

       APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He 
descended into hell, the third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty. From thence he will come to judge the living 
and the dead. 

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 
of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PREFACE 

 
P: The Lord be with you 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts: 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 
C: It is right to give God thanks and praise 
 
P: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and 
all places give thanks to you, Holy Lord, Almighty Father, Everlasting 
God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Who on this day, overcame death 
and the grave and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way 
of everlasting life. Therefore, with angels and archangels, and all the 
company of heaven, we laud and magnify your glorious name 
evermore praising you and saying… 
 
 

SANCTUS                        
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LORD’S PRAYER 

P: Lord, remember us in Your Kingdom and teach us to pray: 
 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  
 

 P:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and 
said, “Take eat, this is My (+) Body, which is given for you.  This do in 
remembrance of me.  “In the same way also He took the cup after supper, 
and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them saying, “Drink of it, all of 
you, this is My (+) Blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you for the 
forgiveness of sins.  This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 
me.”  
 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 Greet one another in the name of the Lord: “Peace be with you. 
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LAMB OF GOD  
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
THE DISTRIBUTION                                Lord, let my heart be good soil 
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THE POST COMMUNION BLESSING 

 
P: May the truly present Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 

strengthen and keep you in body and soul unto life everlasting.  
   Go in peace. 
C: Amen. 

+ SENDING + 
 
 

BENEDICAMUS and BENEDICTION 

The Lord bless you and keep you; 
The Lord make his face shine upon you  
and be gracious to you; 
☩ The Lord lift up his countenance upon you 

    and give you peace.  Amen. 
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Sending Hymn                                      On What Has Now Been Sown 

 
 

DISMISSAL 
 

         P: Go in peace! Serve the Lord! 
      C: Thanks be to God! 

 
POSTLUDE   
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If you would like you can give online at our website at https://calvarysilverspring.org/give/ or by 
scanning the QR code with your cell phone.  If you would like to use our Wi-Fi the password is 
welovecalvary for the Calvary Guest Wi-Fi.  
 

https://calvarysilverspring.org/give/

