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Take some time to read this amazing
passage and think about what it is saying
about God’s promise to give us the ability to
change and grow, and then our
responsibility in the process.

3 By his divine power, God has given us
everything we need for living a godly life. We
have received all of this by coming to know him,
the one who called us to himself by means of his
marvelous glory and excellence.  And because
of his glory and excellence, he has given us
great and precious promises. These are the
promises that enable you to share his divine
nature and escape the world’s corruption caused
by human desires. ° In view of all this, make
every effort to respond to God’s promises.
Supplement your faith with a generous provision
of moral excellence, and moral excellence with
knowledge, ¢ and knowledge with self-control,
and self-control with patient endurance, and
patient endurance with godliness, ” and
godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly
affection with love for everyone. & The more you
grow like this, the more productive and useful
you will be in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus
Christ. ° But those who fail to develop in this way

are shortsighted or blind, forgetting that they
have been cleansed from their old sins.
0 So, dear brothers and sisters, work hard to
prove that you really are among those God has
called and chosen. Do these things, and you will
never fall away.

2 Peter 1:3—-10 (NLT)

Look at the four areas discussed in the
message and prayerfully evaluate how you
are doing. What, if any, changes does God
want you to make in order to improve?

Relationship to others (family, friends,
strangers, those in need, enemies)

Current responsibilities (work, school, church,
community)

Physical (habits, appetites, healthy lifestyle,
sex, etc...)

Financial (living within means, saving,
spending, giving, etc..)

BIBLE TRANSLATIONS:

MSG — The Message
NLT — New Living Translation
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Fear of the Lord is the foundation of wisdom.
Knowledge of the Holy One results in good
Jjudgment.

Proverbs 9:10 (NLT)

° If you need wisdom, ask our generous God,
and he will give it to you. He will not rebuke you
for asking. 6 But when you ask him, be sure that
your faith is in God alone. Do not waver, for a
person with divided loyalty is as unsettled as a
wave of the sea that is blown and tossed by the
wind. 7 Such people should not expect to receive
anything from the Lord. & Their loyalty is divided
between God and the world, and they are
unstable in everything they do.

James 1:5-8 (NLT)

Relationships

But he’s already made it plain how to live,
what to do, what Gob is looking for in men
and women. It’s quite simple: do what is fair
and just to your neighbor, be compassionate
and loyal in your love, and don'’t take yourself
too seriously—take God seriously.

Micah 6:8 (MSG)

31 Get rid of all bitterness, rage, anger, harsh
words, and slander, as well as all types of evil
behavior. ¥ Instead, be kind to each other,
tenderhearted, forgiving one another, just as
God through Christ has forgiven you.

Ephesians 4:31-32 (NLT)

Responsibilities

Servants, do what you’re told by your earthly
masters. And don’t just do the minimum that will
get you by. Do your best. Work from the heart
for your real Master, for God, confident that
you'’ll get paid in full when you come into your
inheritance. Keep in mind always that the
ultimate Master you’re serving is Christ. The
sullen servant who does shoddy work will be
held responsible. Being a follower of Jesus
doesn’t cover up bad work.

Colossians 3:22-25 (MSG)

Physical

9 Don’t you realize that your body is the temple
of the Holy Spirit, who lives in you and was
given to you by God? You do not belong to
yourself, 2° for God bought you with a high price.
So you must honor God with your body.

1 Corinthians 6:19-20 (NLT)

Physical training is good, but training for
godliness is much better, promising benefits in
this life and in the life to come.

1 Timothy 4:8 (NLT)

Financial

If you are faithful in little things, you will be
faithful in large ones. But if you are dishonest in
little things, you won’t be honest with greater
responsibilities.

Luke 16:10 (NLT)

9 Honor the Lord with your wealth and with the
best part of everything you produce. ° Then he
will fill your barns with grain, and your vats will
overflow with good wine.

Proverbs 3:9-10 (NLT)
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