40 – Days in the Parables of Jesus
This 40 day reading plan of the Parables will not only help you spend time in God’s Word; but it will also help you develop a better understanding of how Jesus depicted His Kingdom.  The closer we are in relationship to our King, and the better we understand His Kingdom, the more we can align our lives to His Truth and live more joy-filled, meaningful lives!
To help you better understand and follow Jesus through reading the Bible, here are three questions for you to ask during each days reading (along with a few helpful hints!).
1. What does the text say? 
a. Identify the verbs of the passage.  Verbs highlight the action of the text which helps illuminate the text.
b. Paraphrase the passage in your own words in a journal.
c. Look up any words/phrases that don’t make sense with free tools like Google or ChatGPT.
2. What does the text mean?
a. Think like a teacher, or a parent.  What is the intended message of each parable?  Sometimes, Jesus explains the parable (it’s like the teacher giving you their notes!).
b. If you’re not sure, use those free tools to help you understand what the text means.
3. What does it mean for me?
a. What action should I take based on this text?
b. What mindset should I change?
c. What opinion should I adjust?
* Asterisk (*) indicates a passage where Jesus gives a direct explanation or interpretive commentary.
Week 1: Why Parables?
Day 1: Matthew 13:10–17; Isaiah 6:8–10; Mark 4:10–12
Day 2: Matthew 13:1–23*; Mark 4:1–20*; Luke 8:4–15*
Day 3: Matthew 5:14–16; Mark 4:21–25*; Luke 8:16–18
Day 4: Mark 4:26–29
Day 5: Matthew 13:31–32; Mark 4:30–32; Luke 13:18–19
Week 2: The Nature of the Kingdom
Day 6: Matthew 13:33; Luke 13:20–21
Day 7: Matthew 13:24–30, 36–43*
Day 8: Matthew 13:44–46
Day 9: Matthew 13:47–52*
Day 10: Matthew 13:51–52*
Week 3: Grace & Forgiveness
Day 11: Matthew 18:10–14; Luke 15:1–7
Day 12: Luke 15:8–10
Day 13: Luke 15:11–32
Day 14: Matthew 18:21–35*
Day 15: Luke 7:36–50
Week 4: Readiness & Judgment
Day 16: Matthew 25:1–13
Day 17: Matthew 25:14–30
Day 18: Luke 19:11–27
Day 19: Matthew 24:45–51*; Luke 12:42–48*
Day 20: Luke 13:6–9
Week 5: Humility & the Heart
Day 21: Matthew 21:28–32
Day 22: Luke 18:9–14
Day 23: Matthew 22:1–14
Day 24: Luke 14:7–14
Day 25: Luke 14:15–24
Week 6: Riches & Responsibility
Day 26: Luke 12:13–21
Day 27: Luke 16:19–31
Day 28: Luke 16:1–13*
Day 29: Matthew 20:1–16
Day 30: Matthew 21:33–46; Mark 12:1–12; Luke 20:9–19
Week 7: Obedience & Rejection
Day 31: Matthew 7:24–27; Luke 6:46–49
Day 32: Matthew 9:16–17; Mark 2:21–22; Luke 5:36–39
Day 33: Luke 18:1–8
Day 34: Luke 11:5–13
Day 35: Matthew 11:16–19; Luke 7:31–35
Week 8: Final Warnings & Rewards
Day 36: Matthew 21:33–46; Psalm 118:22–23
Day 37: Matthew 25:31–46
Day 38: Matthew 24:32–35; Mark 13:28–31; Luke 21:29–33
Day 39: Luke 13:6–9
Day 40: Matthew 13:10–17 (Revisited)
